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RWBS is located on an 86-acre preserve that is 
a matrix of mature deciduous forest, meadows, 
early to late successional shrub-scrub hedge 
rows, and six acres of organic agriculture owned 
and managed by Willistown Conservation Trust. 
Songbird migration and NSWO banding takes 
place in the hedge rows, while a MAPS station is 
operated in the mature forest.

There were no major weather infl uences on our 
banding eff orts, allowing us to open 16 days, only 
closing early once due to high winds. 
We banded 483 birds of 51 species, a capture rate 
of 37.8 birds/100nh, with an additional 75 repeats, 
49 returns and one foreign recap. Two new species 
for spring but not the station include Blue-headed 
Vireo and Yellow-breasted Chat, bringing the 
cumulative spring total to 77 species.

The largest daily catch was 93 birds on May 
1. Notable high counts included 60 American 
Goldfi nch (average: 5) and 33 Black-and-white 
Warbler (average: 7).

A return of note was an adult male Common 
Yellowthroat recaptured on April 23, 2019 that 
was originally banded May 8, 2012 as an after-
second year, making him at least nine years old 
this season. He has been recaptured at RWBS each 
spring except for 2016. 

We had one foreign recapture on May 1, 2019, 
tucked within a large fl ock of American Goldfi nch. 
This second year (SY) male American Goldfi nch 
had been banded originally at Foreman’s Branch 
Bird Observatory (FBBO) on 11/25/2018. He may 
have hatched in Maryland and dispersed the 58 
miles the following spring. 
Overall, this was our best spring with the most 
birds captured, but also the most net hours with two 
additional nets added, yielding our fourth highest 
capture rate. We hosted more than 100 visitors to 
the station this spring including classes from three 
universities, students from local elementary and 
high schools, and many members of the public. 
We continue to collaborate with Drexel University 
as a study site and the University of Pennsylvania 
graduate research projects.

Thanks to all the dedicated volunteers who 
gave their time, in some cases for many years, 
to contribute to the long-term data collection at 
Rushton Woods Banding Station.

Southeast Region Spring 2019
No reports received.
Canadian Region Spring 2019
No reports received.

 Atlantic Flyway Review: Northeast Region
(Fall Migration) 2019 
Braddock Bay Bird Observatory  
Kaiser-Manitou Beach Banding Station
Rochester, Monroe County, New York
Andrea J. Patterson, Station Director
braddockbaybirdobservatory@gmail.com
bradddockbaybirdobservatory.wordpress.com
Braddock Bay Bird Observatory is situated on the 
south shore of Lake Ontario midway between the 
eastern and western ends of the lake. The early 
successional site is dominated by fruiting woody 
plants – primarily dogwood, viburnum, and 
honeysuckle – along with a mixed wet forest until 
recently dominated by ash, and a fi eld of grasses 
and goldenrod. The 34th consecutive year of 

fall migration monitoring at the Kaiser-Manitou 
Beach banding station was carried out for 66 days 
beginning 15 Aug and ending on 31 Oct 2019.  
Two days were entirely lost to weather and another 
ten days to professional development, ornithology 
meetings, and NABC certifi cations.

2553 birds of 80 species were banded, falling 
short of Fall 2018’s total by 631 birds; however, 
note that these numbers do not include our 
late July banding during the Yellow Warbler 
migration. There were no new species this 
season; our fall cumulative total stands at 127 
species, with two additional hybrid forms and one 
intergrade form.
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Constant eff ort-mist netting was carried out using 
32 to 37 nets. Included in the total were six double-
high assemblies. A total of 11,430.75 net hours of 
banding resulted in a capture rate of 22.3 birds per 
100 net hours, compared with 28.1 birds per 100 
net hours in Fall 2018 and 26.9 birds per 100 net 
hours in Fall 2017. 
We recaptured 595 individual birds a total of 946 
times; 378 birds were captured after their initial 
banding day. Of these recaptures, 38 returned 
from a previous season, including two Blackpoll 
Warblers originally banded as hatch-year birds in 
Fall 2016.  

44.8% of the returning birds had originally been 
banded as hatch year birds. The oldest of the 
returning birds were a Yellow Warbler in its 8th 
year, a Northern Cardinal and a Yellow Warbler 
in their 6th years, a Black-capped Chickadee and a 
Song Sparrow in their 5th years, and an additional 
fi ve birds in their 4th years.

There were no foreign recaps this season, but we 
received reports that four of our banded birds were 
found elsewhere. An American Goldfi nch banded 
in 2017 and a Baltimore Oriole banded in 2018 
were found dead within 10 miles of the station, 
a Nashville Warbler banded in 2018 was found 
during a “Lights Out Cleveland” monitoring 
session, and a Northern Cardinal banded in 2010 
was found dead by a hunter who neglected to give 
a location.
This season saw our lowest numbers since 1997. 
There were only two days when more than 100 
birds were newly banded. While few expected 
species were missing entirely, bird numbers were 
down across the board. Whether this poor showing 
is due to missed banding days, unfavorable 
weather patterns, low productivity, or some other 
factor(s) remains a topic of speculation. We did 
see record-high numbers of Northern Parula. Both 
Bay-breasted and Black-throated Green warblers 
missed tying their records by one bird. 

Many thanks to our fantastic crew of volunteers 
and to our partners - the Genesee Land Trust 
and the NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation.

Appledore Island Migration Station (AIMS)
Appledore Island, York County, Maine
Sara Morris 
morriss@canisius.edu
www.appledorebanding.org
Banders:  Peg Ackerson, Liz Burton, David 
Holmes, Andy Thiede 

Our fall seasons continue to be limited by the 
schedule of our host institutions and the realities 
of staffi  ng a seasonal fi eld station on an island.  
Unfortunately, the month that we are open does 
not correspond to peak migration during the fall.  
During the 39-year history of the station, this was 
the lowest number of birds banded during a fall 
season.  Likewise, our capture rate was the lowest 
ever recorded, and that was 5 birds/100 not-hours 
lower than our previous low, and less than 30% 
of the capture rate from years we stayed until the 
end of September or early October.  Weather did 
not seem to have a large infl uence on our banding 
as we were able to open every day and only lost a 
small amount of time during two early mornings 
and a few hours on fi ve additional days during the 
late morning or afternoon.  
The birds captured this fall were primarily species 
that breed on the island.  Breeding species (Gray 
Catbird, Song Sparrow, Common Yellowthroat, 
and Yellow Warbler) accounted for more than half 
of our captures.  The number of captures of most 
migrant species were limited to single digits.  We 
had extremely low numbers of American Redstarts 
(2019: 5; 10-year average: 48 ± 17), Blackpoll 
Warbler (2019: 1; 10-year average: 15 ± 13), 
Cedar Waxwing (2019: 14; 10-year average: 49 ± 
17), and Northern Waterthrush (2019: 44; 10-year 
average: 110 ± 31).The only species higher than 
normal was the Barn Swallow, another breeding 
species that was represented strongly this season, 
and the 6 captures were the third highest total in 
a fall season since 1983.  Other notable captures 
include a Cerulean Warbler, Kentucky Warbler 
(2), a Prothonotary Warbler, and a Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo. 
We recaptured 14 birds from previous seasons, 
and most of these were banded in spring 2019.  
However, we caught a Common Yellowthroat, 
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a Carolina Wren, and a Gray Catbird originally 
banded in August 2018, a Northern Cardinal 
originally banded in May 2018; and a Gray Catbird 
originally banded in June 2015.  The catbird from 
2015 was originally banded as an ASY-U and was 
recaptured in the net next to the one in which she 
was originally captured and was re-feathering a 
brood patch.

We gave banding demonstrations to the Audubon 
Society of New Hampshire group, students in 
several classes, and other visitors to Appledore 
Island.  Kristen Covino and Sara Morris continue to 
give talks and publish papers using data collected 
on Appledore.  They recently co-authored papers 
with several collaborators in Animal Behaviour 
(Is fl ight calling behavior infl uenced by age, sex 
and/or body condition?), Hormones and Behavior 
(Sex-specifi c hypothalamic-pituitary-gonadal axis 
sensitivity in migrating songbirds), and Vector-
borne and zoonotic diseases (Seasonal patterns 
in eastern equine encephalitis virus antibody in 
songbirds in southern Maine).  A dedicated group 
of volunteer banders and bandaides generously 
give their time fi nancial support for AIMS 
activities.  We are also generously supported by 
the Shoals Marine Lab, Canisius College, and an 
anonymous donor who underwrites much of the 
cost of running the station.

Wing Island Banding Station
Brewster, Barnstable County, Massachusetts
Sue Finnegan
suefi nnegan@comcast.net
Wing Island Banding Station, Cape Cod Museum 
of Natural History
869 Main St, Brewster, MA 02631
https://www.facebook.com/CapeCodBander
Instagram: wing_banders
Banders: Sue Finnegan, Gretchen Putonen

The Wing Island Bird Banding station is affi  liated 
with the Cape Cod Museum of Natural History 
in Brewster, MA. It is located on a tidal island 
located behind the museum. Wing Island consists 
of 122 acres with 12 acres of Cape Cod Bay 
Beach, 32.5 acres of upland (mainly pitch pine and 
oak trees and 10-acre meadow), and 78 acres of 

tidal saltwater marshland. The banding station was 
opened in 2000 by Master Bander Sue Finnegan.
Our 20th fall season began on 03 Aug and ended on 
22 Nov. Nets were operated for 54 days. October 
was a very windy and rainy month including a 
nor’easter with heavy rain and winds lasting 6 days 
in the middle of the month. A range of 16-33 nets 
were used culminating in a total of 6748.8 net hours 
for a capture rate of 39 birds/100net-hours (netted 
birds). We banded 1711 new birds, recaptured 752 
birds, and had 81 returns of the following species: 
9Y- CommonYellowthroat (1); A8Y- Blue Jay 
(1); 8Y- Common Yellowthroat (1), Black-capped 
Chickadee (1); 7Y- Song Sparrow (1), Black-
capped Chickadee (1); A6Y- Gray Catbird (2); 
6Y-Gray Catbird (2), Black-capped Chickadee (1); 
A5Y- Common Yellowthroat (1); Gray Catbird (1); 
5Y- Gray Catbird (2), 1 each of Eastern Towhee , 
Black-capped Chickadee, Common Yellowthroat; 
A4Y-Gray Catbird (1); 4Y- Gray Catbird (2), 
1 each of American Goldfi nch, Song Sparrow, 
Downy Woodpecker, Black-capped Chickadee ; 
ATY: Gray Catbird (4), Common Yellowthroat 
(2), 1 each of Blue Jay, Song Sparrow, Common 
Yellowthroat, American Goldfi nch. The rest of the 
birds were three years or younger.
We recaptured two foreign birds, both MYWA, 
one on 04 Nov and one on 11 Nov. They were
both banded at Monomoy Bird Observatory this 
fall.
Our best day was 24 Aug with 87 birds of 15 
species netted. We had the most species diversity
on 13 Oct with 23 species banded, including a 
highlight of the season, our fi rst ever Vesper
Sparrow! Other highlights were our 50,000th bird 
banded on 6 Oct, a Swamp Sparrow and our
2nd ever Sora and Worm-eating Warbler for fall. 
We had a higher-than-average number of Hermit 
Thrush (20: ave 8.21 ± 26.82) and Pine Warbler 
(24: ave 3.23 ± 10.75). We had lower numbers of 
American Robin (3: ave 20.32 ± 47.04), Baltimore 
Oriole (0: ave 10.26 ± 25.45), Black-capped 
Chickadee (30: ave 87.74 ± 239.36), Blackpoll 
Warbler (8: 35.05 ± 80.87), Eastern Phoebe (5: ave 
14.95 ± 33.14), House Finch (0: 11.37 ± 41.60).
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A number of birds we captured had diseases or 
malformations. Three birds had crossed bills-
Ovenbird, Gray Catbird, Myrtle Warbler. An 
Orange-crowned Warbler had a broken upper 
mandible, but still seemed to be feeding well. A 
Golden-crowned Kinglet had feather mites and 
eight birds had avian pox- Gray Catbird (2), Red-
eyed Vireo (2), and one each of Carolina Wren, 
Ovenbird, Common Yellowthroat, and Northern 
Cardinal.

We’ve spent many years researching Wilson’s 
Storm Petrels at sea and published our fi rst paper 
in Marine Ornithology on how we catch them.  
Many thanks to the French Foundation and the 
Cape Cod Bird Club for monetary support. A big 
thank-you to the many volunteers who helped out 
for this spring season, especially Amanda Adams. 
Catherine Werth, and Mike Babcock.

Albany Pine Bush Karner Barrens East 
(AKBE)
Albany, Albany County, New York
Neil A. Giff ord
ngiff ord@albanypinebush.org
www.albanypinebush.org
www.facebook.com/AlbanyPineBush
twitter.com/albanypinebush
Banders: Neil Giff ord, Amanda Dillon, Steven 
Campbell, Ph.D.

2019 was the 12th season of autumn migration 
bird banding at the AKBE station. Banding was 
initiated in 2007 to evaluate the site as a migratory 
stopover (Kirchman et al. 2011) and has continued 
as part of our long-term ecosystem restoration 
monitoring program.
The 3,400-acre (1,376 ha) Albany Pine Bush 
Preserve supports one of the best remaining global
examples of an inland pitch pine-scrub oak barrens 
(https://guides.nynhp.org/pitch-pine-scrub-oak-
barrens). The banding station consists of 20 nets 
within approximately 35 acres. Seventeen nets are 
within open-canopied barrens, two nets are within 
closed canopy pitch pine-oak forest, and one is at 
the transition between barrens and successional 
northern sand plain grassland. The vegetation in 
and around the banding station is actively managed 

with prescribed fi re and other tools, by the Albany 
Pine Bush Preserve Commission (APBPC).
Both 2019 and 2020 seasons appeared typical, 
starting with warblers and other insectivores and
transitioning to thrushes, vireos and more cold 
tolerant warblers (e.g. MYWA, PAWA), fi nishing
with kinglets and sparrows (LISP, WTSP, DEJU, 
FOSP). The most notable capture in 2019 was a 
GCTH on 9/24; this species has been captured 
here fi ve times previously (2010, 2011, 2012,
2016). The most unusual captures in 2020 were 
two YBFL on 9/8, which have been previously
captured here eight times (2011, 2015, 2017, 
2018). Lastly, please note that we have been
operating MAPS stations during the breeding 
season in other parts of the preserve since 2012.
Consequently, recaptures listed in the table, may 
be “local” birds, recaptured during fall banding.
Funding is provided by the New York State 
Environmental Protection Fund with the support of 
the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation, a Northeast Association of Fish & 
Wildlife Agencies Regional Conservation Needs 
grant, a Wildfi re Risk Reduction grant from the 
USDA Forest Service, and a grant from the Friends 
of the Pine Bush Community. The APBPC also 
thanks the many volunteers who gift their time and 
talent to assisting our eff orts. We could not do this 
work without them.

Mid-Atlantic Region Fall 2019 

Foreman’s Branch Bird Observatory
Chestertown, Kent County, Maryland
Maren Gimpel 
mgimpel2@washcoll.edu
https://www.washcoll.edu/learn-by-doing/ces/
fbbo.php
https://www.facebook.com/ForemansBranch 
https://www.instagram.com/foremansbranch/
Banders: Jim Gruber, Maren Gimpel, Michael 
Gamble and Ben Nickley

2019 marked the 22nd fall at FBBO.  The station 
has nets in a mix of habitats including fallow 
fi elds, second growth forests, mature woodlands 
and over a lake.  The habitat has remained mostly 
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the same over the years. Fall 2019 was average in 
most ways- average in terms of total birds banded, 
slightly below average for birds per 100 net hours, 
and our species total of 117 species was also just 
below our fall average of 120.  
We had record high counts for 15 species 
including 9 that were 2 SD above our long-term 
average (American Woodcock, Song Sparrow, 
Swamp Sparrow, Barn Swallow, Northern Parula, 
Northern Waterthrush, American Redstart, Veery 
and Eastern Screech-Owl.  We banded our second 
lowest number of American Goldfi nch and Cedar 
Waxwing, but neither were signifi cantly lower 
than average.
An Eastern Whip-poor-will banded on 9/11/2019 
was our 10th ever. The best capture of the fall was a 
new station bird, a HY-M Yellow-throated Warbler 
banded on 8/2/2019.  While there is a breeding 
population about 20 miles away, they have been 
rarely seen on the site.  This bird brought our 
station total of species banded up to 175.
Recaptures of note included a Spotted Sandpiper 
banded 8/18/2018 recaptured 8/19/2019. It was 
probably a southbound migrant at the time of both 
captures. On 8/24/19 we recaptured a Pileated 
Woodpecker originally banded 5/28/2016 making 
her 6 years and 2 months old.
We had two foreign recaptures this fall.  On 
9/10/2019 we recaptured Common Yellowthroat 
which was banded at Wing Island in Brewster, 
MA on 6/25/2015.  On 10/25/2019 we captured 
Swamp Sparrow 2811-07668 which was banded 
just 5 days earlier on 10/20/2019 at Cape May, NJ.

Three recoveries stand out for the fall season.  A 
Brown-headed Cowbird banded 4/7/2018 was 
caught in Shipshewana, IN on 12/14/2019, 534 
miles northwest of us, making it one of the furthest 
west recoveries ever for our station.  Just edging 
out this bird was a Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
we banded 5/23/2019 that was caught by banders 
in Gulf Shores AL on 9/26/2019, 918 miles 
southwest of FBBO.  This bird is now the furthest 
west recovery we’ve had. Lastly, we were notifi ed 
that a nestling Osprey we banded 6/23/2018 was 
reported shot in Cordoba Colombia on 11/8/2018. 
This site is 2,091 miles south of FBBO.

Our collaborations with other researchers included 
deploying motus tags for Luke DeGroote of 
Powdermill Avian Research Center and collecting 
ticks for Dr. Holly Gaff  at Old Dominion 
University. We are most grateful to our volunteers 
who donated 1,125 hours of time during the fall 
season, especially our two Washington College 
interns Nina Black and Madelaina Ondo. 

Meadowlands Bird Banding Station 
Lyndhurst, Bergen County, New Jersey 
Cailin O’Connor
coconnor@kean.edu 
Instagram: @nj_par 
Banders: Cailin O’Connor (Master Bander), 
Drew McQuade, Erica Mueller
The Meadowlands Bird Banding Station 
historically operated under a diff erent banding 
team from 2008-2015.  Fall 2019 was the fi rst 
season the station has been in operation since that 
time.  Care was taken to place mist nets in historical 
locations throughout the site, but only about half 
of the original nets were deployed during this fi rst 
season after having been reopened. 

The banding site contains saltmarsh, mudfl at, and 
mid-successional shrub/scrub habitats.  It follows 
a narrow strip of land between a tidal marsh and an 
impoundment.  The site has undergone restoration 
eff orts in the past.  

This inaugural season of banding under the new 
station managers started much later than usual 
for fall banding, on September 19, 2019, due to 
setbacks related to supplies and personnel.  The 
station operated nine mist nets for a total of 17 
banding days between Sept 19 - Oct 25, 2019.  
In total, 632 birds of 40 species were banded 
during the season, with ten of these birds being 
recaptured during the season. The top ten most 
frequently banded species accounted for 88% of all 
individuals banded. The most productive banding 
day was Oct 24, on which 86 birds were banded. 

Thank you to New Jersey Sports and Exposition 
Authority for use of the land on which the banding 
station operates, and to our volunteers and interns 
for the season, especially Megan Klutts, Joseph 
Affi  nito, Holly Keown, and Aleshanee Mooney. 
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Mt. Nebo Banding Station
Oakland, Garret County, Maryland
Connie Skipper    
connieskipper@hohnet.com
Banders:  Fran Pope, Connie Skipper
This is the 19th season banding at Mt. Nebo WMA.  
The site is located within a wildlife management 
area.  It is an old fi eld formerly planted with berry-
producing shrubs (autumn olive and Tartarian 
honeysuckle) that have become invasive.  The 
shrubs have been maintained in hedgerows with 
grasses between the hedgerows or planted with 
foxtail millet, brown top millet, white millet or 
corn.  Apple and wild cherry trees are scattered 
throughout the area.  Pokeberries, multifl ora rose 
and thorn berries are also plentiful.  The fi eld is 
surrounded by deciduous forest.  The area is 
conducive for banding because of the abundant 
food present and the hedgerows are about the 
height of the nets. 

Mt. Nebo WMA was open 42 days from August 
22 through October 29.  A total of 1,349 birds 
were banded consisting of 65 species.  The station 
eff ort was 2,659 net hours with a capture rate of 
51 birds/100 NH.  One Cooper’s Hawk, banded 
by Fran Pope on September 3, brought the station 
species list to 101.

The largest daily catch occurred on August 26 with 
59 birds of 14 species.  Gray Catbirds were 31% of 
that total.  The next best day was September 9 with 
58 birds of 20 species.  Gray Catbirds were 31% of 
that total as well.

This was the third highest year in terms of 
birds/100 NH (51).  We banded 325 Gray 
Catbirds, the greatest number yet banded in any 
one fall.  We also had an exceptional number of 
American Goldfi nches, banding 42 individuals 
which is more than double the average of 15.  Field 
Sparrows made a good showing at 31, triple the 
average of 10.  Song Sparrows were also present 
in good numbers, 118 compared to an average 
of 81.  Black-throated Green Warblers were also 
present in good numbers.  We banded 33 which is 
more than double the average of 13.

The top ten list had no surprises.  The top three 
species banded were Gray Catbirds (24% of 
the total), Song Sparrows (9%) and Common 
Yellowthroat (7%).  The remaining top ten species 
in descending order were White-throated Sparrow, 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, American Goldfi nch, 
Magnolia Warbler, Indigo Bunting, Tennessee 
Warbler, and American Robin.  
The station had 312 repeats of 218 individuals of 
25 species.  There were 35 returns.  Gray Catbird 
#8001-36854 has been recaptured eleven times 
since it was banded on August 30, 2012.  It was 
recaptured each year except for 2015.  There were 
no foreign recaptures.     
One fascinating occurrence this fall was a migration 
of Green Darners.  There were so many of them 
that they showed up on radar in Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, and Indiana.

The station had 22 visitors including the Garrett 
College Wildlife Technology and Habitat class. 
Thanks to our volunteers and to Beau Emerson 
and the Mt. Nebo WMA staff  who helped clear the 
net lanes.  Thanks also to Rick Latshaw and Beau 
Emerson for granting us the privilege of banding 
at Mt. Nebo WMA.

Powdermill Avian Research Center
Rector, Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania
Annie Lindsay
LindsayA@carnegiemnh.org
website: https://powdermillarc.org/
Facebook: @PowdermillNatureReserve
Instagram: powdermillnaturereserve1956
Banders: Annie Lindsay, Mary Shidel, Luke 
DeGroote. Field techs: Kevin Chumpitaz Trujillo, 
Joel Throckmorton, Mallory Sarver. 
Latin American interns: Lucero Horna, 
Mariamercedes Antezana
Powdermill’s banding station opened in 1961 
and has been running continuously year-round 
since then. Fall begins around the second week 
of August and continues through October 31 (and 
sometimes into early November). Powdermill 
Avian Research Center (PARC) is a long-term bird 
monitoring station operated and supported by the 
Carnegie Museum of Natural History.
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Powdermill operates 65 nets in the fall. The 
nets are grouped together into various net lanes, 
and they’re spread across a 10-hectare banding 
area. The habitat is mostly early successional or 
transitional and is quite shrubby. There are four 
ponds in the net lane area – one usually dries 
during late summer and into fall, and two are 
relatively shallow, but the biggest one remains full 
and is roughly 15 feet deep. The banding area is 
surrounded forest and sits at the foot of the Laurel 
Ridge, bordering Forbes State Forest.

We hosted an “Extraction and Banding” workshop 
in spring and two “Ageing Birds via Molt Limits” 
workshops in fall. Additionally, we created an 
“Advanced Ornithological Techniques” class for 
Latin Americans and hosted 13 participants. 

We collaborated with several outside researchers to 
collect ectoparasites from birds and to gather extra 
wing measurements for a wing loading project. We 
partnered with the American Bird Conservancy to 
continue testing avian perception of glass.

We thank our banding crew and the staff  of 
Powdermill Nature Reserve. Our many dedicated 
volunteers are invaluable and we could not do the 
work we do at Powdermill without their help.

Powdermill’s bird banding operation is funded 
through the generosity of the Colcom Foundation, 
the Laurel Foundation, and numerous private 
donors who have supported Powdermill Avian 
Research Center since its inception.
Rushton Woods Banding Station
Newtown Square, Bucks County, Pennsylvania
Alison Fetterman 
avf@wctrust.org
https://wctrust.org/bird-banding/
Banders: Lisa Kiziuk, Blake Goll, Todd Alleger, 
Doris McGovern
This was the 10th consecutive year of fall migration 
banding at Rushton Woods Banding Station 
(RWBS). We operated 16 nets, three days a week 
from August 27 through October 30, 2019. RWBS 
is located on an 86-acre preserve that is a matrix 
of mature deciduous forest, meadows, early to 
late successional shrub-scrub hedge rows, and 6 
acres of organic agriculture owned and managed 

by Willistown Conservation Trust. Songbird 
migration and NSWO banding takes place in the 
hedge rows, while a MAPS station is operated in 
the mature forest.

There were no major weather infl uences on our 
banding eff orts, allowing us to operate for 26 days, 
only closing twice and early once due to rain. 

We banded 1,427 birds with a capture rate of 79.6 
birds/100nh of 53 species, with an additional 259 
repeats, and 20 returns. No new species captured 
for the season or the station, leaving the fall 
cumulative total at 85 species.

This was our largest number of birds banded to 
date, but with two additional nets and only two rain 
days, this was our fourth highest capture rate. There 
were 5 days when over 100 birds were banded. 
The largest daily catch was 114 birds on October 
24 with a similar peak of 112 birds on September 
17. Notable high counts included 119 American 
Goldfi nch (average: 17), making the top 10 most 
captured for the fi rst time and beating White-
throated Sparrow as the second highest captured, 
another fi rst. American Redstart (n=53) also made 
the top 10 most captured for the fi rst time ever 
and Wood Thrush (n=48) captures doubled. It is 
also notable that this was our fi rst season without 
a Slate-colored Junco. This fall was the highest 
proportion of 88% hatch-year (HY) birds. 

Overall, this was our best fall with the most birds 
captured. In the fi rst 10 days, we banded more 
than double all past years during the same period 
with only two additional nets. RWBS is situated 
just 20 miles from Philadelphia in an area with 
increasing suburban development. We believe our 
preserve is growing increasingly important for 
birds, especially hatch-year birds as they prepare 
for their fi rst migration.

We hosted more than 100 visitors to the station 
including classes from three universities, students 
from local elementary and high schools, and many 
members of the public. We continue to collaborate 
with Drexel University as a study site and the 
University of Pennsylvania graduate research 
projects. This year graduate student, Amanda 
Bebel, used radio tags and the Motus Wildlife 
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Tracking System to assess post-breeding dispersal 
movements of adult and juvenile Wood Thrush.

Thanks to all the dedicated volunteers who 
gave their time, in some cases for many years, 
to contribute to the long-term data collection at 
Rushton Woods Banding Station. 

Southeast Region  Fall 2019

Kiawah Island Banding Station (KIBS)
Captain Sams Site
Kiawah Island, Charleston County, 
South Carolina 
Aaron Given
agiven@kiawahisland.org
Town of Kiawah Island
4475 Betsy Kerrison Pkwy, Kiawah Island, SC 
29455
www.kiawahislandbanding.blogspot.com
This was the 11th consecutive year of fall 
migration banding at the Captain Sams site 
with banding occurring daily during the last 8 
years.  Kiawah Island is an 8,000-acre barrier 
island and residential/resort community located 
approximately 20 miles southeast of Charleston, 
South Carolina.   The banding site is situated at 
the extreme western end of the island in secondary 
dune scrub/shrub and high marsh with wax-myrtle, 
sea ox-eye, and marsh-elder being the dominant 
plant species.    
Cold fronts were more numerous this year 
compared to last fall.  We even experienced a 
couple of rare August cold fronts which brought 
us a good number of early migrants.  Late 
migrants like sparrows, kinglets, and Yellow-
rumped Warblers that we would normally start 
catching at the end of October didn’t show up 
until mid-November.  We had a few very busy late 
November days which is unusual.  

Nets were opened for a total of 97 days from 
15 August - 30 November.  There were 11 days 
in which banding did not occur.  Hurricane 
Dorian shut us down for 7 consecutive days 
from 2- 8 September.  Hurricane Dorian was a 
strong Category 5 storm that made landfall on 1 
September in the Bahamas.  The storm weakened 

while moving north just off shore along Florida, 
Georgia, and South Carolina before making 
landfall again in Cape Hatteras, NC as a Category 
1 on 6 September.  Even though this storm did not 
aff ect the Charleston area to the degree that was 
predicted, the intensity and unpredictable track 
of the storm caused mandatory evacuations for 
all coastal areas of South Carolina.   Kiawah saw 
substantial wind damage and some minor fl ooding.  
The banding stations fared well except for some 
trees, limbs, and debris that fell in the net lanes.  
This is the fourth year in a row that a hurricane/
tropical storm has aff ected our banding.

We banded 4,587 new birds of 86 diff erent 
species.  The most commonly banded species 
were Common Yellowthroat (1219), Gray Catbird 
(703) and Yellow-rumped Warbler (656).  Those 
three species combined made up 56% of all the 
birds banded this season.  After dropping to #2 last 
year, Common Yellowthroats were back at the top 
as the most commonly banded species.  Common 
Yellowthroats were up almost 48% from last year 
and exhibited a 4.7% increase from the 8-year 
average.  Gray Catbird numbers were down 24% 
from last year but only 3.6% from 8-year average.  
Yellow-rumped Warbler numbers continue to 
show decreases and were down 16% over the last 
8 years but showed a 6.7% increase from last year.  
The overall eff ort increased slightly this year from 
12,559.9 net-hours in 2018 to 13,103.3 net-hours.  
We banded 553 more birds this year compared to 
last year, and 37 birds more than the average for 
the previous 8 years.  The capture rate increased 
slightly by 1.6 birds/100 net-hours compared to 
last year but was 7.6 birds/100 net-hours lower 
than the 8-year average of 51.7 birds/100 net-
hours.  Our capture rate has decreased every year 
starting in 2012 with exception to 2017 and 2019 
when we experienced small increases from the 
previous year.  
We had 1,191 recaptures which is slightly lower 
compared to last year. Of those, 1,018 were repeats, 
172 returns, and 1 foreign recapture.  The foreign 
recapture was an adult male Common Yellowthroat 
that was banded at Black Swamp Bird Observatory 
in Ohio on 22 May 2018. 
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There were 12 days this fall when over 100 birds 
were banded compared to only 4 days last fall.  
The best day of the season was on 6 October when 
we banded 286 birds and had 6 recaptures.  The 
next two busiest days occurred 10 and 17 October 
when 214 and 257 birds were banded respectively. 
We captured three species that have never been 
banded at the Captain Sams site during the fall:  Sora, 
Seaside Sparrow, and Fox Sparrow.  This was also 
the fi rst time a Fox Sparrow has been documented 
on Kiawah Island!  Some other rare and notable 
species that were banded this fall include:  Ash-
throated Flycatcher (1 previous banding record), 
Philadelphia Vireo (4 previous), Winter Wren (3 
previous), Sedge Wren (1 previous), Saltmarsh 
Sparrow (1 previous), Orchard Oriole (2 previous), 
Black-throated Green Warbler (5 previous), and 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak (3 previous).  Species 
notably absent this year included:  Common 
Ground-Dove, Eastern Screech-Owl, Sharp-
shinned Hawk.  Sharp-shinned Hawks have shown 
a steady decline (albeit a small sample size) since 
2012. 
Without the cooperation of many people and 
entities, this work would not be possible.  The 
success of this project relies on their commitment, 
and I am in a debt of gratitude to everyone 
involved.  I'd like to thank my team of banding 
assistants (listed above).  I'd like to acknowledge 
the Town of Kiawah Island for providing funding 
for equipment and banding assistant stipends, the 
Kiawah Island Conservancy for providing funding 
for the housing of the banding assistants, and the 
Kiawah Partners and the Bear Island Holding Trust 
for allowing access to their property for banding.  
I'd like to thank the many volunteers that donated 
their time to come out and help.  

Kiawah Island Banding Station (KIBS)
Little Bear Site
Kiawah Island, Charleston County, SC 
Aaron Given
agiven@kiawahisland.org
Town of Kiawah Island 4475 Betsy Kerrison 
Pkwy, Kiawah Island, SC 29455
www.kiawahislandbanding.blogspot.com

Banders:  Kristin Attinger, Josh Lefever, Beth 
Darby, Dan Errichetti, Arcata Leavitt, Dave 
Sandahl
It was the 5th season for the Little Bear site which 
we initiated during the fall of 2015.  Kiawah Island 
is an 8,000-acre barrier island and residential/
resort community located approximately 20 miles 
southeast of Charleston, South Carolina.   The 
banding site is situated at the extreme western 
end of the island in secondary dune scrub/shrub 
and high marsh with wax-myrtle, sea ox-eye, and 
marsh-elder being the dominant plant species.    

Cold fronts were more numerous this year 
compared to last fall.  We even experienced a 
couple of rare August cold fronts which brought us a 
good number of early migrants.  Late migrants like 
sparrows, kinglets, and Yellow-rumped Warblers 
that we would normally start catching at the end of 
October didn’t show up until mid-November.  We 
had a few very busy late November days which is 
unusual.  

Nets were opened for a total of 75 days from 22 
August - 14 November.  We had 12 days cancelled 
due to weather including an 8 day stretch from 2-9 
September for Hurricane Dorian.  Wind also caused 
Little Bear to shut down for a few days scattered 
throughout the season.  After three years in a row 
of tropical storms and hurricanes, the Little Bear 
site has suff ered from saltwater intrusion which 
has killed many of the wax myrtles, marsh elders, 
and Baccharis around the site.  Wax myrtles are 
the dominant plant at Little Bear and the reduced 
cover around the nets have caused the nets to 
become much more exposed to the elements - 
wind and heat being the biggest threats.  Because 
of this, Little Bear had to close early many days 
when the temperature got too warm to safely (for 
the birds) capture birds.  Additionally, winds with 
a northerly component to them aff ected the nets 
considerably.

We banded 2,559 new birds of 78 diff erent species.  
The total number of species captured at Little 
Bear is actually 79 because of a Sharp-shinned 
Hawk that was recaptured (originally banded in 
2017 at Little Bear).  The most commonly banded 
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species were Common Yellowthroat (627), Gray 
Catbird (539), and Palm Warbler (210).    Those 
three species combined made up 54% of all the 
birds banded this season.  Like Captain Sam's, 
Common Yellowthroat numbers exhibited a 
signifi cant increase (17%) compared to 2018 but 
showed a minuscule decrease of 0.6% over the 
5-year average.  Gray Catbird decreased by 14% 
compared to the 5-year average and decreased 
31% from last year.  Palm Warblers were up this 
year with a 13% increase from the 5-year average 
and a 15% increase from last fall.  In 2015 and 
2016, Yellow-rumped Warblers were in the top 
three species banded.  In fact, they were the most 
commonly banded bird in 2016 with 659.  This year 
only 105 Yellow-rumped Warblers were banded.  
Their numbers have decreased by 67% over the 
last 5 years.  This decrease may be attributed to 
saltwater intrusion that killed many of the mature 
wax myrtles in 2015 and 2016.  Yellow-rumped 
Warblers feed on the berries of wax myrtles and 
without that resource available a decrease was 
evident.  

We logged 5,462.4 net-hours out at Little Bear 
this fall – up a little bit from the 5,148.6 net-
hours in 2018.  We banded 151 fewer birds this 
year compared to last year and 379 birds fewer 
than the 5-year average.  Little Bear’s capture rate 
decreased 7.6% from 63.0 birds/100 net-hours 
in 2018 to 55.4 in 2019.  Similarly, the capture 
rate has decreased 10.8% compared to the 5-year 
average. 

Like last year, Little Bear experienced a large 
decrease in the number of recaptures this year 
compared to last year (529 in 2018 and 458 in 
2019).  This is the 3rd year in a row where we 
have seen a substantial decrease in the number 
of recaptures.  Because of the more frequent and 
long-lasting fl ooding of saltwater, the wax myrtles 
and other shrubs cannot recover. This is probably 
reducing the quality of habitat to negatively aff ect 
the bird’s stopover time.  We had 365 repeats, 92 
returns, and 1 foreign recapture.  The foreign recap 
was an Orange-crowned Warbler that was banded 
at Kiawah’s other site (Captain Sams) just 6 days 
prior.   

There were only 4 days when over 100 birds 
were banded compared to 5 days last fall.  The 
best day of the season was on 17 October when 
we banded 205 birds and had 7 recaptures.  The 
next two busiest days occurred 30 September and 
12 October when 128 and 106 birds were banded 
respectively. 

We captured four species never banded at 
Little Bear during the fall:  Solitary Sandpiper, 
Loggerhead Shrike, Winter Wren, and Nelson’s 
Sparrow.  This is the fi rst time a Solitary Sandpiper 
has ever been banded on Kiawah Island.   Some 
other rare and notable species banded include 
Black-billed Cuckoo (1 previous banding record), 
Green Heron (1 previous), Yellow-crowned Night-
Heron (2 previous), Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (1 
previous), Clay-colored Sparrow (3 previous), 
Lincoln’s Sparrow (2 previous), Dark-eyed Junco 
(1 previous), Bobolink (2 previous), Mourning 
Warbler (2 previous), and Northern Flicker (2 
previous).  Species notably absent this year include 
Acadian Flycatcher, Blue Grosbeak.

Without the cooperation of many people and 
entities, this work would not be possible.  The 
success of this project relies on their commitment, 
and I am in a debt of gratitude to everyone 
involved.  I'd like to thank my team of banding 
assistants (listed above).  I'd like to acknowledge 
the Town of Kiawah Island for providing funding 
for equipment and banding assistant stipends, the 
Kiawah Island Conservancy for providing funding 
for the housing of the banding assistants, and the 
Kiawah Partners and the Bear Island Holding Trust 
for allowing access to their property for banding.  
I'd like to thank the many volunteers that donated 
their time to come out and help.  

Hilton Pond 
Center for Piedmont Natural History
York, York County, 
South Carolina
Bill Hilton Jr 
research@hiltonpond.org
www.hiltonpond.org and www.facebook.com/
HiltonPond
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Hilton Pond Center for Piedmont Natural History 
is an 11-acre tract in the heart of South Carolina’s 
Piedmont Physiographic Province. A circa-1918 
farmhouse serves as the Centers headquarters and 
banding facility. Historically the property was in 
agricultural use (row crops such as corn, cotton, 
and tobacco) and livestock grazing. Beginning in 
1982 bird banding commenced and vegetational 
succession was allowed to proceed, from grassy 
old fi eld to shrubland to Eastern Red Cedar stand 
to the mixed hardwood/pine forest of today. 
Numerous trails—some of which double as net 
lanes—meander and allow access to various 
microhabitats. A one-acre pond hemmed in by 
shrubs and trees is an attractant for birds, as are 
assorted feeders and water features. Seed feeders 
(primarily black sunfl ower seeds in tubes and 
on platforms) are maintained year-round, while 
hummingbird feeders fi lled with 4:1 sugar water 
mix are hung primarily March through October, 
with a few maintained year-round in case of winter 
vagrant trochilid species. A cornucopia of natural 
foods is produced by trees, shrubs, and herbaceous 
plants; abundant Trumpet Creeper vines (Campsis 
radicans) are a big spring and summer draw for 
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds.
Various passive and bird- and bander-triggered 
traps are deployed on a near-daily basis throughout 
the year—especially in winter for songbirds—
while 8-14 mist nets are operated almost every 
day except during inclement weather. Because of 
this method of operation, and because we do not 
diff erentiate trap captures from netted birds, we 
long ago determined keeping track of net-hours 
and trap-hours was a complicated task we chose 
not to record.
The 2019 calendar year is the 38th for bird banding 
at Hilton Pond Center. In recent years we’ve 
arbitrarily established 2,000 as a realistic round-
number goal for how many birds we'd like to band 
annually. We fell short in 2019, largely because of 
uncooperative weather (wetter than normal heavy 
and frequent rains), a relatively poor season for 
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds, and the non-arrival 
of winter fi nches. (Two bander lithotripsies during 
autumn migration did not help.) We fi nished the 

year with 1,560 bandings--below our desired 
minimum and less than our 38-year average 
of 1,834 individuals banded annually.
The year's biggest numbers came from fi ve species: 
Purple Finch (348, ALL of which occurred January 
through March); American Goldfi nch (240, but 
only three banded in fall or early winter); House 
Finch (221, undoubtedly local residents and their 
off spring);  Ruby-throated Hummingbird (162, 
a disappointingly low number, less than their 
long-term average of 177 for the fi rst time 
since 2013 and far below our local record of 
373); and Northern Cardinal (which rebounded 
nicely with 142 individuals, third highest total 
in 38 years). These fi ve species alone combined 
for 1,113 individuals, or 71% of the 2019 yearly 
total.
In all, 67 species crossed our banding table in 
2019--our highest total since 2004 and about half 
the 127 species banded locally since 1982--slightly 
above the 38-year average of 65. We added one 
new species to our banding list: Red-headed 
Woodpecker. One bright spot: We did surpass the 
69,000 total-bird mark in our 38th year of avian 
banding and research at Hilton Pond, reaching a 
grand total of 69,690 bandings by year's end.

A male American Goldfi nch recaptured on 5 
Feb 2019 had been banded locally on 26 July 
2013 as a 2nd-year bird with a prominent 
cloacal protuberance, making him an 8th-year. 
Goldfi nches are not a common breeding bird 
around Hilton Pond, but previous recaptures in 
summer and winter suggest this bird is indeed 
a year-round resident.  Other "old" American 
Goldfi nches recaptured in 2019 included birds that 
were 6th-year (two individuals), after-5th-year (3 
birds), and 5th-year (7 birds), showing excellent 
site fi delity by AMGO.  One of our older Carolina 
Chickadees—now in his sixth year—was banded 
on 3 June 2014 as a recent fl edgling. A year-
round resident, he has become a "net junkie" and 
was re-netted at least four times during 2019.  A 
female White-throated Sparrow banded here in 8 
February 2016 in her second year was recaptured 
in 2019 as a fi fth-year bird. She spent that fi rst 
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winter at the Center and was recaptured on 13 
April 2017 before migrating back north. 
An after-hatch-year female American Goldfi nch 
banded at Hilton Pond Center was reported at 
a feeder by Rhonda Murphy at Haines Lake, 
Ontario, 718 air miles away. She used a camera 
with telephoto lens to take a series of photos that 
allowed her to read the band number.  A Purple 
Finch was banded as a hatch-year bird of unknown 
sex on 18 October 2018 under the permit of Dr. 
Peter W. Paton near Kingston, Rhode Island, and 
recaptured on 18 March 2019 at Hilton Pond 
Center as a second-year bird—692 air miles away.
A detailed summary of 2019 Hilton Pond banding 
eff orts with photos, charts, and maps is at www.
hiltonpond.org/ThisWeek191231.html;Web-based 
lists of new bandings and recaptures are included 
in our regular We-based installments of “This 
Week at Hilton Pond.”
Hilton Pond Center would like to acknowledge our 
individual donors who provide on-going support, 
especially through “Operation RubyThroat: 
The Hummingbird Project.” Susan B. Hilton 
helps immensely with day-to-day operations.

Jekyll Island Banding Station (JIBS)
Jekyll Island, Glynn County, Georgia
Evan Pitman, Heather Pitman 
westernpalm@gmail.com, catsfl ute@aol.com
www.facebook.com/JekyllIslandBandingStation
Banders: Evan Pitman, Heather Pitman, 
Charlie Muise
The Jekyll Island Banding Station (JIBS) has 
been in operation during fall migration every year 
since 1978, making the 2019 the 42nd consecutive 
banding seasons on the south end of Jekyll Island.  
 The study area habitat consists of coastal dune 
scrub populated by vegetation ranging from small 
forbs such as Narrowleaf silkgrass (Pityopsis 
graminifolia) and greenbrier (Smilacaceae sp.) to 
woody tree species such as red cedar (Juniperus 
virginiana) and live oak (Quercus virginiana).  
Berry-producing species including American 
beautyberry (Callicarpa americana), gum bumelia 
(Bumelia lanuginose), and wax myrtle (Morella 
cerifera) attract Gray Catbirds, Red-eyed Vireos, 
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warblers, and other 

migrants.  The vegetation sometimes undergoes 
drastic changes from year to year due to weather 
events, fl ooding, and saltwater intrusion resulting 
in sharp declines of some plant species giving rise 
to others fl ourishing.
The location of the banding site is conducive to 
large numbers of migrants stopping through as they 
travel southward.  Because migrants, especially 
hatch-year birds, tend to navigate using the coast as 
a landmark, they make their way south fl ying from 
island to island.  When they arrive on the southern 
part of one island, they pause to accumulate fat 
and wait for favorable wind conditions for the 
next step of their journey.  When strong winds 
blow from the north and northwest, birds arrive 
on Jekyll from islands further up the coast.  They 
may stay for a few days and repeat captures are 
common during this time but often when another 
strong wind event occurs, they take advantage of 
the opportunity to move on and may not be seen 
again during the banding season. 
Nearly every year that JIBS has been in operation, 
either Common Yellowthroats or Western Palm 
Warblers account for the top species banded.  
However, in 2019 Gray Catbirds outpaced both 
of those species by a signifi cant number.  While 
Yellowthroats (214) and Palm Warblers (196) 
were encountered in relatively consistent numbers 
compared to previous years, Catbird (349) 
numbers were approximately 40% higher than in 
the previous fi ve years.  American Redstarts were 
also captured at a rate nearly 50% greater than in 
the previous fi ve years.  These increases could 
have been due to an abundance of insects and 
berry-producing vegetation in the area, combined 
with potentially favorable conditions further north 
in their breeding range.  

During the 2019 season, JIBS collected gape 
measurement data for a study performed by Dr. 
Jim Ferrari of Wesleyan College in Macon, GA.  
Dr. Ferrari previously collected fecal samples 
deposited in the bird bags during banding 
operations over two seasons and identifi ed the 
seeds found within those samples.  This part of the 
study involved measuring the gape width of target 
berry-eating species to determine if certain species 
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favor food sources based on fruit size compared 
to their gape width.  Observational feeding data 
was also important to gather for this study as 
some smaller species such as Black-throated Blue 
Warblers were observed feeding on large gum 
bumelia berries but not consuming the seeds.
Some notable returns for the 2019 season include 
a White-eyed Vireo that was banded as a hatch-
year bird on 9/27/15, and was recaptured in 2017 
and 2018, as well as twice during the 2019 season, 
on 10/2 and 10/7.  Interestingly, when this bird 
was encountered earlier in the month of October, it 
tended to have more fat but subsequent recaptures 
later in the month consistently presented a fat 
score of 0, suggesting perhaps that it returns to the 
island each year to spend the winter.
No foreign recaptures were encountered at JIBS 
in 2019 but some of the birds banded on Jekyll 
during the 2019 season were recovered elsewhere.  
A Gray Catbird that was banded as a hatch-year 
bird on 10/21/19 was sadly caught by a cat in 
Leesburg, Florida on 11/28/19.  A Painted Bunting 
banded as a hatch-year bird on 10/3/19 was 
captured during banding operations on 6/10/21 on 
Little St. Simons Island.  
The Jekyll Island Banding Station would like to 
thank all of our wonderful volunteers who make 
the banding season possible!  Also, a huge thank 
you to the Jekyll Island Authority for working with 
us and allowing us to continue banding operations 
on the site every fall.

Cape Florida Banding Station
Key Biscayne, Miami-Dade County, Florida
Michelle Davis 
capefl oridabanding@tropicalaudubon.org
http://capefl oridabandingstation.wordpress.com/
Banders: Miriam Avello, Michelle Davis, 
Elizabeth Golden, Mario Porcelli

The Cape Florida Banding Station (CFBS) is in its 
18th year of fall migration banding in Bill Baggs 
Cape Florida State Park (BBCFSP). The park is 
on the southern tip of a largely developed barrier 
island just off  the coast of Miami. Mist nets are 
set in a restored tropical hardwood hammock that 
is part of a multi-million dollar eff ort to return 

native vegetation to the park following Hurricane 
Andrew in 1992. 
We started banding on 24 August 2019 and closed 
for the season on 27 October for a total of 42 days 
with nets open. The reduction in banding days 
was a result of a lack of availability of banders-
in-charge during the 2019 fi eld season, which also 
started one week later and ended one week earlier 
than usual. Sampling was consistently spaced (3 
to 5 days a week) across the entire banding period. 
We used a total of 23 nets, all in the same locations 
as during the 2018 fi eld season.

The dominant weather story for fall 2019, 
Hurricane Dorian, had little eff ect on our weather 
as he stalled over the northern Bahamas during 
Labor Day weekend. Fronts farther north and 
occasional rain at our latitude kept a moderate but 
steady stream of birds moving through the area and 
stopping at Cape Florida. The biggest movement 
was on 10 October when 117 birds were banded. 
There was another strong push of birds on 17 
October, but the station was closed that day. Fronts 
tended to dissipate by the time they reached us and 
there was no strong cold front with accompanying 
temperature drop for the entire season. However, 
birds did seem to be using the weak fronts to move 
south. The movement of species passing through 
south Florida to points south continued at a good 
pace into the fi rst week of November, after the 
station was closed for the season. The fi nal capture 
rate of 32 birds/100 net hours was the highest rate 
seen since 2008. Structural changes to the forest 
as a result of 2017’s Hurricane Irma may have 
contributed to the increase in capture rates due to a 
thicker understory and reduced canopy.

The total number of species captured in 2019 was 
49, much lower than the 61 to 66 species captured 
in the previous four seasons, including the 
shortened 2017 season. The most unusual species 
banded was the second ever Seaside sparrow on 
17 Sep 2019. This bird is likely a member of the 
migratory subspecies that winters along the coast 
of northeastern Florida, and overshoots are an 
annual occurrence in our area in mid-September. 
The last Seaside sparrow banded at CFBS was 
captured on 12 Sep 2005. Another unusual species 



Vol. No. 3         North American Bird Bander Page   178

was the Canada warbler banded on 5 Oct 2019; 
this was only the second one banded since 2011. 
Before that year the species had been a rare but 
annual occurrence. No new species for the station 
were banded in 2019.
The overall numbers of individuals banded across 
the most abundant species were remarkably 
consistent with the last several seasons, even when 
accounting for the reduced hours of operation. 
American redstart was the top species banded in 
2019 with 246 captures, slightly above the 15-
year average of 216.6 captures. Ovenbird was the 
second most abundant species banded at the CFBS 
with 213 captures in 2019, a bit lower than the 
15-year average of 279.9 captures. Black-throated 
blue warblers rounded out the top three species 
with 175 captured in 2019, a very low number for 
this species but this was probably partially a result 
of being closed on days with large movements of 
birds in mid to late October. Historically, during 
this late period of migration 50 to 100 Black-
throated blue warblers can easily be banded in a 
single day and therefore can make up a signifi cant 
proportion of the year’s captures. Gray catbird, the 
second most abundant species banded at the CFBS 
in 2018, fell to sixth place with only 99 captures 
in 2019. Worm-eating warbler and Common 
yellowthroats were the fi nal two species with over 
100 captures in 2019, and both of these were close 
to their 15-year averages. 
Unsurprisingly, given the reduced eff ort, no site 
records were broken in 2019. Wood thrush tied 
their previous high of 6 birds banded in 2015. The 
strong showing of Painted buntings seen in 2018 
was not repeated in 2019 and the 19 banded this 
season is well below the average of 27.3 captures. 
This could refl ect the station’s early closing in a 
year when migration was running ‘late’; as Painted 
buntings move through in late October. Overall, 
Swainson’s warbler numbers were just under the 
recent range of 32 to 41 captures after a low count 
in 2017 due to the station being closed for most of 
September. The 15-year capture average for this 
species is 22.9 birds, while the average for the 
previous 8 years (exclusive of 2017) has increased 
to 33.1 birds.

We captured 21 returning birds of 6 species, with 
resident Northern cardinals making up more than 
half of these. The restored hammocks of BBCFSP 
have proven over the years to be a consistently 
good wintering site for Ovenbirds, with one 
individual captured this season returning since 
2012. The overall number of returns in 2019 was 
closer to what we typically observe each fall, after 
a sharp decline in 2018. A resident male Northern 
cardinal banded in 2005 and recaptured in several 
subsequent seasons was not recaptured this year; 
the oldest cardinal recapture was banded in 2009. 
No foreign recoveries were captured this fall, but 
a Cooper’s hawk banded at Cape Florida on 26 
Oct 2018 was recovered dead after a collision on 
Bray’s Island, Beaufort County, South Carolina on 
29 March 2020.
One hundred fourteen individuals of 19 species 
were recaptured within-season. The average length 
of time between fi rst and last capture was 3.6 days 
for all species combined (less resident species and 
known or likely wintering individuals), and an 
average of all recaptured birds showed a 2.3% gain 
over original body weight (OBW). Birds that put 
on weight (51.4%) had an average overall weight 
gain of 7.4% OBW, while the average loss (40.4% 
of total recaptures) was 4.2% OBW and 9.0 % of 
migrant recaptures neither gained nor lost weight. 
In general, the average stopover time was shorter 
in 2019 than in most of the previous years, and the 
average weight gain was lower than all of the last 
7 years except for 2017. This corresponded with 
a greater percentage of birds losing weight than 
in most of the past seasons, and the percentage of 
birds gaining weight and the weight gained were 
less than the other seasons except for 2017. 
This project would not be possible without the 
assistance of our dedicated volunteer extractors 
and banders-in training for the 2019 season. 
Special thanks go to Robin Diaz, data entry master 
and all-around repository of knowledge, and Art 
Yerian the Park manager for continuing to support 
our projects. 

Canada Region  Fall 2019 
No reports received.
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