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This Report, the sixth for an Inland Flyway 
Review (IFR) fall season, includes information 
from a record number of 14 banding stations/
observatories: three from Michigan, four from 
Ohio, four from Illinois, one from Missouri and two 
from Tennessee.  At least one more (Black Swamp 
Bird Observatory) would have been included – but 
the Covid-19 issue prevented operations this fall; 
hence, no report.  Several reporting sites have long 
histories while others are still fairly new.  Two 
sites, Phillips Tract Station (IL), and Litzsinger 
Road Ecology Center (MO), appear in the IFR 
report for just the second time.  Reports from all 
IBBA banding sites would be welcome.  Of course, 
the season was greatly affected by the Covid-19 
pandemic.  Every report had something to say 
about the issue – especially the reduced number of 
volunteers (which affected the number of days or 
number of nets in operation) and major limitations 
on visitors to regular programs/activities.  Table 1 
provides a summary of the basic information for 
each stations; five were in operation for 40 or more 
days and eight utilized 1000 or more net-hours 
(two with over 10,000 net-hr); the others operated 
on a weekly schedule, short-term basis or with few 
nets.  Nearly all report indicated that weather was 
not an issue this year.  At least 16,682 birds from 

these 14 stations were banded this fall (about 300 
fewer than last year’s 12 stations and 1100 fewer 
than 2018).  Table 2 identifies each station’s “Top 
Ten” most commonly banded species.  Swainson’s 
Thrush and American Goldfinch were the top 
species at three and five sites, respectively.  The 
White-throated Sparrow joined them as the next 
most commonly banded species.  Overall, 46 
species are represented in the Top Ten; 28 in the Top 
Five and 7 as the Top Species.  The top ten for all 
sites combined accounted for 53% or more of each 
station’s total birds banded and for 64.3% of all 
birds banded (almost exactly the same percentage 
as the last three years).  Each station was asked to 
provide a brief summary of its station highlights 
including new species captured, potential causes 
for low or new high numbers, issues that caused 
problems and how (or if) they were resolved, 
support from volunteers and programs for visitors.  
The next few paragraphs are brief accountings of 
those highlights.  In this state-by-state overview, 
stations are identified by their initials which can 
be found in each station’s summary which follows.   

Inland Flyway Review – Fall 2020 Report

Michigan  
LSCMP -- Now in its sixth year at the “meadow” 
location, there were interesting comparisons of 
above and below averages for several species.  
Some thrushes, the Northern Waterthrush and 
Marsh Wrens were above average while White-
throated Sparrows, several warbler species and 
Golden-crowned Kinglets were below average.  
Wet conditions and flooding reduced the normal 
number of nets (and net hours) of operation.  A 
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new “loss of net-hours statistic” was introduced to 
ascertain just how many net hours were lost due 
to various natural or environmental problems.  As 
expected, several species of special interest were 
captured and for goldfinches, why were “none” 
captured during the five-week period that would 
normally have been their peak occurrence?  
PBS -- This was the station’s 31st fall season 
of banding operations.  Motus tagging had been 
scheduled for 2020 and will hopefully occur in 
the next few years.  By 2021 it is anticipated that 
18 motus receiving stations will be in operation 
throughout both of Michigan’s peninsulas.  
KNC -- This fall was the 47th fall season for the 
banding station.  As with most stations, Covid-19 
took its toll.  For many years six banding assistants 
were hired each fall, allowing for much training 
and greater security for the birds.  Without the 
additional help, the number of nets in operation, 
was reduced from 15 to 12 and banding only 
occurred five days each week.

Ohio  
KI -- On 25 Oct the station had to close down 
early because it was overrun by birds:  267 birds 
were captured but only 137 were banded because 
of the lack of an adequate supply of 0A bands; 
146 birds (primarily Golden-crowned and Ruby-
crowned kinglets) were released unbanded.  The 
best banding day was 23 Oct with 200 individuals.  
PWE -- This was the sixth fall migration season 
for this southeast Ohio station.  This fall was 
definitely productive for Swainson’s Thrushes 
which obliterated the previous high of 129 in 2016; 
the 45 banded on 23 Sep was easily the biggest day 
for a species ever at this station.  Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets, at 34, far surpassed their previous high 
fall numbers here, and Bay-breasted Warblers were 
also well above the average.  First-time species for 
a fall season included Purple Finch (3), Yellow-
bellied Sapsucker (3) and a Summer Tanager.  
An experienced grad student from Ecuador, who 
had recently completed a study on Black-capped 
Chickadee behavior was a much-appreciated 
assistant; and, utilizing Covid-19 protocol, he 
was able to help two mornings each week and 
was extremely capable in quickly extracting the 
chickadees.  

BF -- This is the first fall season for this new 
reporting station.  The first year’s results, through 
the use of 4-5 nets on 18 days, produced 467 birds 
of 54 species.  
CRPL -- The banding station consists of ten 
acres (= 4 ha) of Conservation Reserve Program 
land surrounded by a single fence row and non-
gmo corn.  The most noteworthy species were 
Pine Siskins the first week of October and Cedar 
Waxwings the middle of October.

Illinois  
SNC -- A slow year of activity with only 145 birds 
banded in 11 days of operation.  
SBBO -- Although there were fewer hours of 
operation and a reduced crew at the station, it still 
had a good season with 2512 birds of 90 species 
banded.  Four species dominated their catch and the 
irruptive Red-breasted Nuthatch was present most 
of the season.  Despite its widespread appearance, 
only one Pine Siskin was banded.  Raptor banding 
resumed in late September and owl banding proved 
interesting with 25 Saw-whet owls (including 
a foreign retrap from Steven’s Point, WI).  The 
best returns of the season were two Slate-colored 
Juncos (both were two or more years old) and a 
Red-bellied Woodpecker at least six years old.   
PTBS -- This was the second fall banding season 
for the site.  Along with the 610 birds of 53 species 
banded, there were ten recaptures and two foreign 
retraps.  There was also a success story about a 
Red-eyed Vireo stuck in stickseed.  
LLCC BBS -- This was the ninth fall season for 
the station   (Covid-19 protocols, like everywhere 
else, were in effect).  The station was in operation 
for 74 days (from 19 Aug through 16 Nov) with 
only one day when 100 or more birds were 
banded.  The season total of 1947 was the only 
the third time when fewer than 2000 had been 
banded; however, the 88 species was a new fall 
high.  This year 80 birds were captured as returns; 
the oldest were a Blue Jay from 2014 and a Hairy 
Woodpecker and Black-capped Chickadee from 
2015; interestingly, ten of the returning species 
were migrants, and eight of those returns had been 
banded at the station as returning winter residents 
from one to four years previously.  As an “extra-
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curricular” activity, a second-year attempt (on five 
nights) was successfully made to catch saw-whet 
owls; the final tally: two Eastern Screech-owls and 
eight Northern Saw-whet Owls (one of which had 
been banded a year earlier near Duluth, MN).  The 
station is particularly thankful to Dani Kaschube 
from the Institute for Bird Populations and the 
Advance Bander Workshop at the station this fall.  

Missouri
LREC -- This was the second fall season for this 
new banding site.  The Litzsinger Road Ecology 
Center is a research and outdoor education facility 
in St. Louis, MO.  The site is part of a large 
Metropolitan Sewer District (MSD) underground 
tunnel complex under construction to collect and 
store wastewater during rain storms.  Many trees 
(both large and small) and snags were removed 
for this extensive MSD project.  Since the banding 
site is still new, many “firsts” were established, 
especially new site species,   The project was 
possible through a partnership with the World Bird 
Sanctuary (and many of its banding crew) and 
funding provided by the LREC Foundation. 

Tennessee
WPNC -- This was the site’s 39th year of operation.  
In addition to its regular banding there were 75 
hummingbirds and one Saw-whet Owl banded.  A 
new research project focused on migratory thrushes 
by using transmitters to document migratory 
stopover and fidelity.  
WM -- Despite limitations due to the current 
public health situation a full season of migration 
monitoring was completed at the station. Efforts 
on several nights provided the capture and banding 
of two HY saw-whet owls both on same night – 
confirming the annual recruitment into the resident 
population. 

Acknowledgments:  Many thanks to all station 
coordinators/compilers for providing timely 
reports.  Here’s wishing all banders a fun, safe, 
healthy and prosperous year and ideal banding in 
2021.

MI -- Lake St.  Clair Meterpark         423-0824 
         (LSCMP)     
Harrison Twp., Macomb County, MI
Coordinator/Bander: Allen T. Chartier
Assistants: April Campbell, Mike Charlebois, 
Guadalupe Cummins, Tamika Jaja, Ryan Jaja, 
Harry Lau, Rose Lau, Edie Schmitz, Blanche 
Wicke, and Sue Wright. Thanks to everyone!
Address: 1442 West River Park Dr., 
Inkster, MI  48141
Email: amazilia3@gmail.com

Bird banding was conducted at Lake St. Clair 
Metropark “Marsh” station (2.8 ha), for the 6th 
consecutive fall season.  The previous 20-year 
history of banding in this park at another site 
0.4 miles [= 0.6 km] to the southwest, the Marsh 
station (MBMP), and the reasons for moving to 
the “Meadow” station (LSCMP) in 2015, was 
published in 2016 (North American Bird Bander 
41: 138-140).  Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
fewer volunteers were utilized and then only those 
who could work independently (setting up and 
taking down nets, and extracting birds).  Face masks 
were worn and physical distancing was practiced 
on every banding day, and a soap and water hand 
washing station was set up in the field.  No training 
was done this year, and visitors were discouraged.  
A total of 1297 birds of 73 species were banded 
this fall.  The number of species was the lowest at 
the Meadow station since 2016, but was above the 
2004-2014 average (70) at the Marsh station.  The 
number of new birds banded was the lowest since 
2016, which was 10% lower than last fall at the 
Meadow station and 24.5% below the 2004-2014 
average (1714) at the Marsh station.  The capture 
rate of 77.2 per 100 net-hr was the lowest at the 
Meadow station since 2016, and well below the 
2004-2014 Marsh station average of 112.1.  Wet 
conditions that began in April 2019 continued and 
the water and mud in the banding area subsided 
very slowly.  However, water levels had dropped 
significantly by early November and returned to 
the April 2019 levels.  One set of nets could not be 
used at all this fall and others had to be abandoned 
because of high water resulting in an average of 
only 12.5 nets utilized during the season (5 fewer 
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than the normal number before 2019).  Thanks to 
the flexibility of experienced banding volunteers, 
banding was conducted on 26 days between 8 Aug 
and 8 Nov 2020.  This fall, an attempt was made 
to track causes of net-hr (NH) losses during the 
season.  Losses were due to: 1) excessive heat: 3.5 
hr (43.5 NH); 2) excessive cold: 0.5 hr (6.25 NH); 
3) rain: 10.5 hr (140.5 NH); 4) excessive wind: 
2.0 hr (24.5 NH); 5) flooding: (725 NH); and 6) 
white-tailed deer (which continue to be a problem 
– with five nets lost): (58 NH).  In addition to 
regular banding, eight days were utilized in late 
October and early November for audio-luring of 
Northern Saw-whet and Eastern Screech-Owls.  
The only owl captured, a saw-whet, was caught 
a week prior to the attempted audio-luring.  The 
seasonal wet conditions appeared to be favorable 
for Swainson’s (168) and Hermit (147) thrushes, 
Northern Waterthrushs (20) and Marsh Wrens 
(24) this fall with record or near-record numbers; 
however, White-throated Sparrows continued in 
lower numbers with only 42 this fall compared 
to the “meadow” station average of 48.5.  The 
vegetation near some of the nets continued to 
be altered over the 16 months since water levels 
dramatically increased, and may have affected the 
capture of some species.  The number of Nashville, 
Tennessee, and Orange-crowned warblers and 
Golden-crowned Kinglets were down significantly 
again for the second year with the kinglet the 
lowest since 2015.  Ruby-throated Hummingbirds 
moved back up in ranking to 4th place this fall with 
73 banded.  Captures that were considered unusual 
included: Green Heron, Northern Saw-whet Owl, 
Great Crested Flycatcher, Red-breasted Nuthatch, 
Brown Thrasher, Blue-winged Warbler, Cape May 
Warbler, Scarlet Tanager and Eastern Towhee.  
Difficult to explain was a complete absence of 
American Goldfinches between 19 Sep and 21 Oct 
during what is typically their peak of presence.  I 
wish to thank the Huron-Clinton Metropolitan 
Authority for purchasing 15 nets at the beginning 
of 2017 for use at the station. Although all of those 
nets have been destroyed by deer, this was of 
significant financial assistance for the continuance 
of research in this Metropark. Thank you also to 
the park management for permission to band in the 
park, and opening the park consistently at 06:00 

EDT for us. And also thank you to the staff at the 
park nature center, especially Julie Champion, for 
supporting us for many years. 

MI--Pitsfield Banding Station  (PBS)  421-0853
Vicksburg, Kalamazoo County, MI
Coordinator/Bander: Rich and Brenda Keith*
Chief assistants: Pam Woodruff, Holly Hooper, 
Megan Heft, Seth Chapman
*Address:  5750 East S Ave.  
Vicksburg, MI 49097
Email:  warblerrke@gmail.com

This fall’s banding operations were mainly 
affected by Covid-19 restrictions.  We were unable 
to hire seasonal banders and were limited in our 
use of volunteers.  That said we were able to band 
every day weather allowed.  This was the 31st fall 
migration in which banding was conducted at the 
Pitsfield Banding Station.  Motus tagging had been 
scheduled for 2020 and will hopefully occur in 
the next few years.  By 2021 it is anticipated that 
18 motus receiving stations will be in operation 
throughout both of Michigan’s peninsulas.  

MI--Kalamazoo        422-0853
Nature Center  (KNC) Kalamazoo, 
Kalamazoo County, MI
Coordinator/Bander: John Brenneman
Chief assistants: Pam Woodruff, Megan Heft, 
Seth Chapman, Bob Nixon, and Karen Kolbasa
Address:  5750 East S Ave Vicksburg Michigan
Email: warblerrke@gmail.com

This fall was the 47th fall season for the banding 
station.  As with most stations, Covid-19 took its 
toll.  For many years six banding assistants were 
hired each fall, allowing for much training and 
greater security for the birds.  Without the additional 
help, the number of nets in operation was reduced 
from 15 to 12 and banding only occurred five days 
each week.

OH--Kelley’s Island  (KI)      413-0824
Kelleys Island, Erie County, OH
Coordinator/Bander: H. Thomas Bartlett
Chief assistants: Paula Bartlett, Alexi Panehal, 
Tyler McClain, Chris Ashley
Address:  1833 South Winfield Drive, 
Tiffin, OH 44883
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Email:  hthomas.bartlett@gmail.com
On 25 Oct we were overrun by birds and had to 
close early with 267 birds captured but only 137 
banded because we ran out of 0A bands; 146 birds 
(primarily Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned 
kinglets (were released unbanded.  The best 
banding day was 23 Oct with 200 individuals.

OH -- Palatial Woodland      391-0821
         Estate  (PWE)  
Bolin’s Mills, Vinton County, OH
Coordinator/Bander: Robert Scott Placier
Assistant: Josue Arteaga-Torres
Address: 32840 Jourden Road, 
Albany, OH  45710
Email: coturnicops@yahoo.com

This was the sixth Fall migration banding season 
for the Palatial Woodland Estate Station in 
southeastern Ohio.  As described in previous IFR 
reports, the station is located in the unglaciated hill 
country of the state, heavily forested, in the least 
populated county of Ohio.  The banding site is a 
400 m strip of maintained shrubland with all non-
native species aggressively removed to allow the 
growth of desirable native species.  Mist nets are 
located in a mowed strip between the shrubland 
and the adjacent mature deciduous forest.  This 
management strategy is especially conducive 
for attracting migrant thrushes as well as other 
frugivorous species.  This fall was definitely 
productive in that regard, especially for Swainson’s 
Thrushes which obliterated the previous high of 
129 in 2016.  The 45 banded on 23 Sep was easily 
the biggest day for a species ever at this station.  
First-time species for a fall season included: 
Purple Finch (3), Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (3) and 
a Summer Tanager.  Ruby-crowned Kinglets, at 
34, far surpassed their previous high fall numbers 
here, and Bay-breasted Warblers were also well 
above the average.  With the Covid-19 closings 
I was obliged to virtually eliminate visitors and 
volunteer helpers from coming to the operation.  
However, a capable young man, Josue Arteaga-
Torres (an Ecuadorian), had recently arrived 
in the area (with his wife who was beginning 
grad school at Ohio U).  He had completed his 

M.Sc. at the University of Alberta on a project 
studying the feeding behavior of Black-capped 
Chickadees (which included banding), and proved 
to be very proficient at extracting birds (including 
chickadees).  If you can remove chickadees readily, 
you can deal with about any species.  Through the 
use of masks and social-distancing we were able 
to work out an arrangement for him to assist two 
mornings each week.  

OH--Bowyer Farm  (BF)     392-0841
Mason, Warren County, OH
Coordinator/Bander: Sylvia Hadley
Assistants: none
Address: 78 McClure  Road, 
Lebanon, OH 45036
Email: sylviahadley2@gmail.com

The 2020 banding season at the Bowyer Farm was 
the first year of systematic migration banding there 
and will provide baseline data for the site.  The 
Bowyer Farm is located on a 600+ acre [= 240 ha] 
property in southwestern Ohio which had been 
donated to the Cincinnati Zoo with the stipulation 
that the land would not be developed.  The property, 
formerly agricultural, includes 36 acres [= 14.6 
ha] of restored wetlands and 18 acres [= 7.2 ha] of 
prairie.  The site also hosts a native plant program 
which propagates thousands of native plants each 
year for the zoo’s landscape, the site’s restoration 
project and sale to the public.  Birch, willow and 
hackberry are also grown there as “browse” food 
for the zoo animals.  The habitat for the banding 
station consists of a wet sedge meadow and hedge 
row bordered by agricultural fields.  This first 
year’s efforts, through the use of 4-5 nets on 18 
days, produced 467 birds of 54 species banded.

OH-- SW Ohio, Conservation            392-0835
Reserve Program Land  (CRPL)  
Wilmington, Clinton County, OH 
Coordinator/Bander: Robert G. Thobaben, Jr.
Assistants: Steve Lee, Elvina Gibbons and Kyle 
Briggs
Address: 1835 S.R. 380, 
Wilmington, OH 45177
Email: tbthobaben@gmail.com
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The banding station consists of ten acres [= 4 ha] 
of Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) land 
surrounded by a single fence row and non-gmo 
corn.  The CRP consists of six acres [= 2.4 ha] 
of short grass prairie grasses and four acres [= 
1.6 ha] of tall grass species plus 27 forb species.  
Most noteworthy were Pine Siskins the first week 
of October and Cedar Waxwings the middle of 
October.  Eastern Bluebirds and Red-winged 
Blackbirds were present but were never caught in 
the nets.  Covid-19 protocols were followed by all 
banders.

IL -- Sagawau Nature Center  (SNC) 414-0875
Lemont, Cook County, IL
Coordinator/Bander: Leslie DeCourcey
Chief Assistants: Lorrie Ward
Address: 12545 W. 111th St, 
Lemont, IL  60439
Email: leslie.decourcey@cookcountyil.gov

This fall was a slow season with only 145 birds 
banded in 11 days of operation.

IL--Sand Bluff       422-0891
Bird Observatory  (SBBO)  
Shirland, Winnebago County, IL
Coordinator/Bander: Mike Eickman
Chief Assistants: Deb Eickman, John Longhenry, 
Dave Seal, Jane Jegerski, Dave Huffmn, Stacey 
Bivens, Stacy Taritas, Thelma Bottum, Anna Gray, 
Donna Hilton, Debbie Johnson, Kristine & Gracie 
McMahon and Julie Thompson. 
Address: 11114 Harrison Road, Rockton, IL  61072
Email: redtail15@aol.com

Since the pandemic hit, banding at Sand Bluff 
Bird Observatory (SBBO) was limited to three 
or four days a week (depending on migration 
movements).  The station was in operation for 43 
days between 22 Aug and 20 Nov, nets were in 
the same locations as in years past, habitats were 
kept pretty much the same by resource personnel 
of the Winnebago County Forest Preserve District 
and the weather was quite cooperative this year 
with little rain and only light winds.  Banding days 
began at sunrise and usually ended around noon 
(in order to prevent volunteer burn out).  Those 

who did volunteer did an excellent job of keeping 
the station running.  Despite the reduced crew and 
fewer hours of operation, SBBO had a good season 
with 2512 birds of 90 species banded.  Dominant 
species included Cedar Waxwings (280), Slate-
colored Juncos (277), American Goldfinches 
(186) and Gray Catbirds (175).  Irruptive species 
included Red-breasted Nuthatches (most of the 
season) and Pine Siskins (widely reported, but only 
one captured at SBBO).  Raptor banding resumed 
in late September with a final catch of 14 Red-
tails, one Cooper’s and one Rough-legged hawk.  
And owl banding again proved interesting with 25 
saw-whets (including a foreign retrap banded at 
Steven’s Point, WI).  The best returns of the season 
were two Slate-colored Juncos (both were two or 
more years old) and a Red-bellied Woodpecker at 
least six years old.  And, a White-throated Sparrow 
banded here last spring was found on 17 Nov 
in Jacksonville, AR.  Because of the pandemic 
visitors were denied access to the banding station.  
They were dearly missed and it is hoped that our 
doors can be opened to them this spring.

IL--Phillips Tract        407-0888
Banding Station  (PTBS) Urbana, Champaign 
County, IL 
Coordinator/Bander: Tara Beveroth
Chief assistants: Todd Jones, Janice Kelly, 
Mike Avara, AsyaRahlin, Ian Souza-Cole, Alex 
DiGiovanni
Address:  1816 S. Oak St. Champaign, IL 61820
Email: beveroth79@gmail.com

The fall of 2020 was the second fall banding season 
for this station; it was a good season.  The site, as 
described in NABB 45:60, is located about 4 miles 
[= 6.4 km] northeast of the UIUC campus across 
the road from Trelease Woods.  The property is 
fenced.  Agricultural land abuts to three sides with 
Trelease Woods and Prairie across the road to the 
east.  The station was operated one day/week for 11 
days throughout most of the migratory season and 
concluded in early November due to cold weather.   
Weather conditions, although variable, were 
favorable for banding.  Along with the 610 birds of 
53 species banded, there were ten recaptures and 
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two foreign retraps.  Because of the pandemic the 
station operated with a small, but efficient, work 
crew; visitors were not permitted.  An unusual event 
occurred when one of our crew happened upon a 
Red-eyed Vireo stuck in stickseed; fortunately, the 
bird was retrieved and successfully released.  

IL-- Lincoln Land       394-0893
Community College Bird Banding Station  
(LLCC BBS)  
Springfield, Sangamon County, IL  
Coordinators/Banders: Vernon Kleen*, Anthony 
Rothering
Assistants: Chad Cremer, Aaron Fishburn, Joe 
Gardner, Abigail Gerrish, Nichole Kinney, Dani 
Kaschube, Betty Kleen, Gina Kovach, Jim 
Mordacq, Grace Norris, Carla Potts, AsyaRahlin, 
Nancy Redman, Sam Reif, Andrew Sharp, Susan 
Shaw, Lawrence Strubhart and Holly Thompson
*Address: 1825 Clearview Dr., Springfield, IL 
62704 or P.O. Box 13442, Springfield, IL  62791
Email: vkleen@comcast.net

This was the ninth fall season for the station.  The 
station was in operation for 74 days (from 19 Aug 
thru 16 Nov); there was only one day when 100 
or more birds were banded (104 on 19 Oct).  The 
total of 1947 was the only the third fall season 
when fewer than 2000 had been banded; however, 
the 88 species was a new fall high (previous high 
was 80 species).  New season highs were set for 
Ruby throated Hummingbird (10), Red-eyed Vireo 
(15), Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (3), American 
Robin (154), Orange-crowned Warbler (26) and 
Bay-breasted Warbler (19).  In contrast to the most 
common birds, there were 15 species represented 
by a single individual and another ten by just two 
birds.  Some of the more interesting captures were 
two Sharp-shinned Hawks, a Red-shouldered 
Hawk (the station’s first), three Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers (all on the same day), two Blue-headed 
Vireos, a Marsh Wren, 25 Cedar Waxwings, five 
Northern Parulas, two Blackburnian Warblers, 
two Savannah Sparrows, the station’s first fall 
Dickcissel and Baltimore Oriole and a Ruby-
throated Hummingbird that had been banded last 
fall. This year 80 birds were captured as returns; 

the oldest were a Blue Jay from 2014 and a Hairy 
Woodpecker and Black-capped Chickadee from 
2015; interestingly, ten of the returning species 
were migrants and eight of the eleven actual 
returns had been banded at the station as returning 
winter residents from one to four years previously. 
As an “extra-curricular” activity, a second-year 
attempt (on five nights) was successfully made to 
catch saw-whet owls; the final tally: two Eastern 
Screech-owls and eight Northern Saw-whet Owls 
(one of which had been banded a year earlier near 
Duluth, MN).  The station is particularly thankful 
for the support of both the administration and staff 
of Lincoln Land Community College, for all the 
assistance from the above-listed (and unlisted) 
volunteers who perform a variety of station-related 
tasks, and for the financial support (both grants and 
donations) needed to keep the station in operation.  
It is also thankful to Dani Kaschube from the Bird 
Populations Institute for the Advance Banders 
Workshop this fall.  

MO -- Litzsinger Road      383-0902
Ecology Center  (LREC)  
St. Louis, St. Louis, MO
Coordinator/Bander: Colleen Crank
Assistants: Susan Eaton, Jean Favarra, Samantha 
Matchefts and Linda Tossing 
Address: 125 Bald Eagle Ridge Road, 
Valley Park, MO  63088
Email: crankcolleen@gmail.com

This is the second fall season for this station.  
Litzsinger Road Ecology Center, a research and 
outdoor education facility in St. Louis, MO, 
consists of 39 acres [= 15.8 ha] of reconstructed 
prairies, woodland restorations, and a half mile [= 
0.8 km] segment of Deer Creek.   In October 2019, 
the Metropolitan Sewer District (MSD) began 
extensive construction at LREC as a part of Project 
Clear, consisting of the installation of underground 
tunnels in areas around St. Louis to collect and 
store wastewater during periods of moderate to 
heavy rain to ease sewage overflow.  During the 
initial phase of construction, MSD cut down 41 
different species of Missouri native woody plants.  
Of the 736 trees removed, 289 had a DBH over 15 
cm with an additional 63 trees that had a DBH over 
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45 cm. Thirty-three snags and 10 large downed 
logs, important wildlife habitat, were also lost to 
construction.  The loss of these trees, especially the 
large growth trees and snags, has altered the habitat 
structure, food availability, and nesting choices for 
the birds that inhabit LREC throughout the year.  
More details available on request.  The fall weather 
was conducive to banding with no cancellations 
due to rain; however, there were three sessions 
reduced or delayed because of low temperatures, 
strong winds and a rain shower.  Since this was 
only the second year of operation there were 
several “firsts” including the first time nets were 
run every day for two consecutive weeks.  Some of 
the firsts were a pair of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, a 
Marsh Wren, a Mourning Warbler, a Bay-breasted 
Warbler and a Bell’s Vireo.  On the first day of 
the season, a male Indigo Bunting banded as a SY 
in 2017 was recaptured. There was also a record 
number of Song Sparrows, Indigo Buntings and 
Nashville Warblers captured.  This project would 
not have been possible without the expertise, 
help, and time of several people, especially Linda 
Tossing and many of the volunteers from the Wild 
Bird Sanctuary banding crew.  Thanks also to the 
World Bird Sanctuary and Jeff Meshach who made 
special projects possible.  Funding for this project 
was provided by the Litzsinger Road Ecology 
Center Foundation and the bird banding was done 
in partnership with the World Bird Sanctuary, a 
non-profit organization located in Valley Park, 
MO.

Warner Park        363-0865
Nature Center  (WPNC) 
Nashville, Davidson County, TN 
Coord/Banders: Laura Cook, Sandy Bivens
Assistants: Kathy Shaw, Diana McLusky, John 
Kell, Susan Bradfield, Patty Ghertner,  Leah 
LaRocco, Kim Bailey, Rachel Anderson, Vera 
Roberts and Heather Gallagher.
Address: 7311 Hwy 100, Nashville, TN  37221
Email: sandy.bivens@nashville.gov and laura.
cook@nashville.gov

This year was the 39th year of operation for the 
station.  Despite Covid-19 restrictions 471 park 

visitors were engaged in the banding operations 
through virtual programs.  The weather this fall 
was very cooperative with little rain nor excessive 
high temperatures.  The season was above average 
for migrant thrushes with 25 banded (compared 
to a typical ten or fewer).  We attached cellular 
transmitters to 21 of the thrushes as part of a new 
research project focused on migratory stopover 
and fidelity of these species.  WPNC continue a 
variety of ongoing projects during the summer 
and fall; two of the most noteworthy fall activities 
were hummingbird bandings (with 75 banded) and 
four Northern Saw-whet Owl nights with one SY 
captured on 5 Nov.  

TN -- WhiggMedow  (WM)                 351-0840
Robinsville, NC, Monroe County, TN 
Coord/Banders: Scott Rush*, Jay Dedeker
Chief assistants: Danielle Bunch, Charlie Muise, 
and Eric Soehren.
*Address: Dept of Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture, Mississippi State University, MS 
State, MS, 39762
Email: scott.rush@msstate.edu

Despite limitations due to the current public health 
situation a full season of migration monitoring 
was completed at the station.  The number of 
birds banded was on par with usual but down 
from last year.  The first day of station operations 
produced the highest number of birds banded and 
the highest diversity. Weather conditions were 
generally favorable, however, two days were lost 
due to weather.  Some ecological community 
management to enhance herbaceous cover near 
the net lanes was conducted in 2018; however, it is 
not yet clear if this management affected captures.  
Efforts on several nights provided the capture and 
banding of two HY Northern Saw-whet Owls 
captured on same night (19 Sep) – confirming 
annual recruitment into the resident population.  
An American Woodcock was also present at the 
station during the first half of September. 
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Lake St. Clair 
Metropark

Pitsfield
Kalamazoo 

Nature Center
Kelley's Island

Palatial Woodland 
Estate

SW Ohio, Bowyer 
Farm

SW Ohio, CRP Land
Sagawau 

Nature Center
Sand Bluff Bird 

Observatory
Phillips Tract 

Banding Station
Lincoln Land 

Station
Litzsinger Road 
Ecology Center

Warner Park 
Nature Center

Whigg 
Meadow

MI
MI

MI
ON

OH
OH

OH
IL

IL
IL

IL
MO

TN
TN

First Day
8/Aug/2020

25/Aug/2020
25/Aug/2020

17/Sep/2020
20/Aug/2020

1/Sep/2020
1/Sep/2020

12/Sep/2020
22/Aug/2020

19/Aug/2020
19/Aug/2020

3/Aug/2020
1/Sep/2020

8/Sep/2020
Last Day

8/Nov/2020
31/Oct/2020

31/Oct/2020
13/Nov/2020

31/Oct/2020
5/Nov/2020

6/Nov/2020
9/Nov/2020

20/Nov/2020
4/Nov/2020

16/Nov/2020
28/Oct/2020

10/Nov/2020
4/Oct/2020

Days Operated
26

61
47

33
55

18
26

11
43

11
74

24
14

27
Nets Used

1 to 14
30

12
8 to 16

9 to 15
4 to 5

4 to 10
6.5

5 to 35
8 to 10

18 to 26
4 to 6

5.5 to 6
14

Total Net-Hours
1963

10,165
2825

2324
3397

311
660

358
10,768

463
5696

487
307

2297
Traps Used

0
3

0
0

0
0

0
0

2
0

0
0

2
0

% of Total Caught in Traps
0

7.90%
0

0
0

0
0

0
<1%

0
0

0
2%

0
Largest Daily Catch

118
165

92
287*

69
43

64
44

228
107

104
54

82
205

Largest Daily Catch Date
5/Sep/2020

11/Sep/2020
24/Sep/2020

25/Oct/2020
23/Sep/2020

24/Sep/2020
9 Sep & 26 Oct

9/Nov/2020
9/Oct/2020

21/Oct/2020
19/Oct/2020

4/Oct/2020
10/Nov/2020

8/Sep/2020
Most Species on Any Date

30
40

28
27

14
18

19
8

33
21

26
14

12
28

Date of Most Species Banded 
26/Sep/2020

11/Sep/2020
17/Sep/2020

18/Sep/2020
17/Sep/2020

16/Sep/2020
28/Sep/2020

4 dates
5 & 13 Sep

21/Sep/2020
17/Sep/2020

2/Oct/2020
5 & 20 Oct

8/Sep/2020
Most Common Species on Best Day

SWTH
TEWA

CEDW
GCKI

SWTH
LISP

AMGO
SCJU

CEDW
RCKI

AMRO
AMGO

AMGO
TEWA

Number of Most Common Banded
32

25
22

102*
45

14
42

14
85

55
12

44
55

89
Percent of Most Common on Best Day

27%
15%

24%
51%*

65%
33%

66%
32%

37%
51%

12%
81%

67%
43%

# of birds banded in 2019
1437

2859
2506

1101
647

 
587

62
2964

176
1289

83
139

2554
# of birds banded in 2020

1237
3310

1415
1774

849
467

820
145

2512
610

1947
321

239
1036

# of species banded in 2019
75

84
80

58
59

0
53

no data
97

18
74

22
37

56
# of species banded in 2020

73
86

83
70

70
54

56
27

90
53

88
39

42
52

Birds/100nh in 2019
82.6

28.3
51.5

41
20

0
140

no data
23.85%

139.1
28.3

44.4
65.5

65.7
Birds/100nh in 2020

77.2
33.5

50.1
76.3

25
150.2

124
40.5

23.33%
131.9

34.2
65.9

77.9
45.1

*see text
 

Top 10 species as % of total
67%

53%
58%

78%
64%

63%
64%

81%
61%

71%
57%

66%
72%

80%

Lake St. Clair 
Metropark

Pitsfield
Kalamazoo 

Nature CenterKelley's Island
Palatial Woodland 

Estate
SW Ohio, 

Bowyer Farm
SW Ohio, CRP 

Land
Sagawau 

Nature Center
Sand Bluff Bird 

Observatory
Phillips Tract 

Banding Station
Lincoln Land 

Station
Litzsinger Road 
Ecology Center

Warner Park 
Nature Center

Whigg 
Meadow

MI
MI

MI
ON

OH
OH

OH
IL

IL
IL

IL
MO

TN
TN

SWTH - 168
MYWA - 616

AMGO - 146
GCKI - 474

SWTH - 245
SOSP - 54

AMGO - 98
AMGO -33

CEDW - 280
SWTH - 87

MYWA - 166
AMGO - 101

AMGO - 78
TEWA - 359

AMGO - 155
RTHU - 263

SCJU - 86
RCKI - 331

WOTH - 77
LISP - 37

SOSP - 97
WBNU - 19

SCJU - 277
RCKI - 68

SCJU - 159
SOSP - 37

MYWA - 24
SWTH- 150

HETH - 147
TEWA - 177

WTSP - 78
HETH - 154

TEWA - 39
INBU - 34

WTSP - 57
BCCH - 18

SWTH - 205
AMRO - 62

AMRO - 154
INBU - 28

COGR - 15
BTBW - 65

RTHU - 73
SWTH - 154

COYE - 78
SCJU - 85

RCKI - 34
WTSP - 34

TEWA - 52
PISI - 14

AMGO - 186
OVEN - 56

WTSP - 142
HOWR - 23

SWTH - 10
BHVI - 51

AMRE - 50
WTSP - 137

MYWA - 73
WTSP - 69

MAWA - 29
NOCA - 33

NOCA - 44
SCJU - 14

GRCA - 175
GRCA - 41

AMGO - 134
MAWA - 20

GCTH - 10
HOWA - 46

GCKI - 44
NAWA - 128

SWTH - 67
MYWA - 66

BBWA - 27
MYWA - 25

FISP - 42
RBGR - 6

RCKI - 104
HETH - 30

HOFI - 108
CACH - 8

PISI -9
OVEN - 42

RCKI - 44
HETH - 116

TEWA - 61
BRCR - 64

OVEN - 25
GRCA - 23

COYE - 38
COGR - 6

HETH - 93
WTSP - 29

SOSP - 62
CARW - 8

MAWA - 7
CSWA - 36

WTSP - 42
BBWA - 111

GRCA  58
WIWR - 51

HOWA - 24
COYE - 19 

SWSP - 37
HOWR - 3

WTSP - 80
MAWA- 27

NOCA - 61
EAPH - 8

INBU - 6
MAWA - 20

AMRO - 38
MAWA - 105

RCKI - 53
SWTH - 47

HETH
SWTH - 18

GRCA - 32
RWBL - 2

HOWR - 72
AMRE - 18

HOSP - 60
COYE - 7

RTHU - 6
BAWW - 20

MAWA - 34
GRCA - 99

SOSP - 50
NOCA - 47

GCTH - 23
HOWR - 17

SWTH - 31
HOFI - 2

AMRE - 54
GCKI - 17

SWTH - 57
GRCA - 7

TWEA - 6
BTNW - 19

SOSP - 34
RCKI - 19

TOTAL = 829
TOTAL = 1906

TOTAL = 750
TOTAL = 1388

TOTAL = 647
TOTAL = 294

TOTAL = 528 
TOTAL = 117

TOTAL = 1526
TOTAL = 435

TOTAL = 1103
TOTAL = 213

TOTAL = 171
TOTAL = 827


