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Winter Site fidelity of a Warbler in 
Southeastern Ohio

Each winter since 2006-2007, I have been capturing 
and banding birds coming to the feeders at my 
home and station in Vinton County, OH (391-
0821).  In addition to the standard commercial 
seed and suet feeders I make a mixture of melted 
suet and peanut butter of a firmness that I can 
mash into the bark furrows of trees in the vicinity 
of my feeders.  This has proven very successful 
in allowing me to capture and band species such 
as Pileated Woodpeckers (25 to date), and Brown 
Creepers.  In recent winters Eastern Bluebirds have 
become regular visitors, gleaning bits of suet mix 
on the ground beneath the trees. I have never fed 
either fruit or invertebrates such as mealworms.
Yellow-rumped Warblers are fairly common winter 
residents in this area, but until recent winters they 
were only casual visitors to the feeder area near 
my house and I would capture one in a mist net on 
occasion. On 28  Jan 2019, an AHY male found a 
net and was banded, one of four that winter, my 

peak number of the species for the winter season.  
Toward the end of the following winter season, on 
3 Mar 2020, I recaptured the bird, my first ever 
return in any season for the species, and on 11 
Feb 2021, I captured him again.  Site fidelity on 
the wintering grounds is pretty common and well 
known for some number of passerine species, 
especially among sparrows and finches, which my 
band records regularly document, but I am unaware 
of records for such fidelity among warbler species, 
at least at this latitude.  I am interested to hear from 
NABB readers with experience and/or thoughts on 
this.
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