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comparison difficult. An interesting aspect of their 
study was to investigate possible bias, whereby a 
bander might unconsciously assign iris color to the 
age class they had determined from plumage, so 
for 63% of the captures they identified iris color 
first, then aged by plumage, and for the remainder 
it was vice versa. The authors found that if a bird 
was aged first by other criteria, it was almost twice 
as likely to be given an intermediate iris color score, 
thus recommending that iris color be determined 
first. The paper included color photographs of 

North American Banding Council News:
    Bartsch Award to Norm North. 

 The North American Banding Council 
proudly awarded the Paul Bartsch Award, to 
Norm North of Ontario, Canada, in recognition 
of his outstanding service and contributions to the 
Council for more than 20 years.
 Norm’s dedication is demonstrated through 
several high impact achievements. His desire to 
increase the waterfowl banding standards resulted 
in his creation of the NABC manual for waterfowl 
and NABC waterfowl certification process. He 
recognized that the waterfowl banding community 
needed a unique certification process that also 
included a training workshop. This combination 
of training followed by certification is highly 
valued and has since been adopted by other NABC 

three color classes for Goldcrest (Regulus regulus) 
irises, with links to full-size images on the journal 
website. I have always wished for a standard color 
chart when considering eye color, such as whether 
that Gray Catbird’s (Dumetella carolinensis) eye 
was “grayish-brown” or “reddish brown” or “dark 
maroon” – perhaps Peter Pyle will consider similar 
on-line images as supplements to the next edition 
of his ageing guide. CMS
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bird groups. The certification process he created 
resulted in hundreds of trained and certified 
banders and trainers in Canada, U.S., and Ecuador, 
including an impressive 181 certified Waterfowl 
Banders and 47 Certified Waterfowl Trainers 
certified under his supervision. 
 We also appreciate his leadership as chair 
of NABC from 2007 to 2008, and as member 
representative for the Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies and Ontario Bird Banding 
Association over the years. The North American 
Banding Council thanks Norm for his years of 
service to the council.  Through his efforts, he 
has directly contributed to elevating standards for 
how waterfowl are captured and banded in North 
America. 
  Josée Rousseau and Lesley Howes

Norm North with his award of a carved Long-tailed Duck, by the 
award-winning and nationally recognized decoy artist Chet Wilcox.


