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Inland Flyway Review – Spring 2020 Report
Vernon Kleen, Coordinator
Lincoln Land Community College 
Bird Banding Station (LLCC BBS)
1825 Clearview Drive
Springfield, IL  62704
vkleen@comcast.net

This, the fifth, spring-season Inland Flyway 
Review (IFR) report, includes information from 
seven stations (four fewer than last spring because 
of the forced restrictions decreed by the Covid-19 
pandemic): two from Michigan, four from Ohio 
and one from Illinois.  There were two new first-
time reports (both in Ohio).  Four of the operating 
stations have long banding histories: Lake St. Clair 
Metropark station (LSCMP), Pitsfield Banding 
Station (PBS), Kelley’s Island (KI) and Sand Bluff 
Bird Observatory (SBBO).  The best words to 
describe the 2020 spring season, excluding cold, 
wet and windy were: the Covid-19 pandemic 
was responsible for cancelling many banding 
operations and events.  

Table 1 provides a summary of the basic information 
for the seven stations; five of the seven had 2000 
or more net hours of operation with Sand Bluff 
Bird Observatory (IL) reporting the highest (7521 
– about ½ of its normal); three stations were in 
operation for 25 or more days; the fewest was 14.  
Weather-related issues (especially strong winds, 
rain and area flooding) had a detrimental effect on 
the success of the season and reduced the number 
of banding days at some stations.  And deer were 
a problem at Palatial Woodland Estate (probably 
others as well).

Table 2 identifies the Top Ten most commonly 
banded species at each station; there was no clear 
“top” species although the Gray Catbird was 
reported in six of the seven top ten and was third at 
three of those sites.  The White-throated Sparrow 
and American Goldfinch were each in five of the 
top ten with the former in the top five at all five 
sites and the latter in the lower five (except SBBO, 
where it was first).  The Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
and Red-winged Blackbird were each in four top 
ten positions.  The top ten accounted for 47% or 

more or each station’s total birds banded.  The sum 
of all “top ten” birds banded (2602) was 54% of 
the 4,857 total birds banded at the seven stations 
this spring.
Some of the more notable records or occurrences 
for each banding station are noted in this 
paragraph.  For the Lake St. Clair Metropark 
(MI), the 993 birds banded was above the 2015-
2019 average, but was the first time fewer than 
1000 since 2016; a couple of highlights were the 
station’s second Green Heron and first Yellow-
throated Vireo.   There were also three interesting 
foreign reports of their banded birds (including a 
flicker on Middle Bass Island in Lake Erie).  The 
spring season for the Pitsfield Banding Station 
(MI) was the second year after a spring absence of 
several years.  In addition to several returns from 
previous years one hybrid sparrow was banded 
(the results from feather samples will be published 
later).  Highlights for Kelley’s Island (OH) were 
the site’s second Chuck-will’s-widow, second 
Summer Tanager and fourth Cooper’s Hawk.  The 
station also experienced two “huge” banding days 
with 197 birds of 49 species (of which 19 were 
warblers) on 17 May and 220 birds of 39 species 
on 24 May.  At Palatial Wood Estate (OH), this 
was the fourth year of operations.  Although 
several scheduled banding days were lost because 
of weather- or pandemic-related cancellations, 
banding on unscheduled days made up for those 
losses.  Thrushes were well-represented while 
warblers were not.  At S.W. Ohio’s Bowyer Farm 
(OH), the report (a first for the site) consisted 
primarily of its habitat description.  At. S.W. 
Ohio’s Conservation Reserve Program Land 
(OH), the report (also a first for the site) provided 
a brief habitat description plus examples of two 
older returns, a Northern Cardinal just short of 
seven years and a Tufted Titmouse just short of six 
years.  At Sand Bluff Bird Observatory (IL), the 
recent trend for April suggests that birds migrating 
through at that time are fewer in number despite an 
equal number of nets and net hours in operation.  
The migration just flew over and the final species 
results showed that several species were either 
absent or represented by a single bird.  
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Table 1.  Spring 2020 Banding Summary

Lake St. Clair 
Metropark Pitsfield Kelley's Island

Palatial 
Woodland 

Estate
SW Ohio, 

Bowyer Farm
SW Ohio, CRP 

Land
Sand Bluff Bird 

Observatory
MI MI ON OH OH OH IL

First Day 5-Apr-2020 1-Apr-2020 18-Apr-2020 12-Apr-2020 6-Apr-2020 6-Apr-2020 8-Mar-2020
Last Day 6-Jun-2020 23-May-2020 28-May-2020 27-May-2020 17-May-2020 18-May-2020 24-May-2020
Days Operated 16 34 17 35 14 15 26
Nets Used 10 to 16.5 21 9 to 16 11 to 15 4 to 4 5 to 5 8 to 35
Total Net-Hours 1294 2986 1642 2318 212 269 7521
Traps Used 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
% of Total Caught in Traps 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Largest Daily Catch 137 81 220 24 26 25 102
Largest Daily Catch Date 3-May-2020 16-May-2020 24-May-2020 27-Apr-2020 4-May-2020 12-May-2020 19-May-2020
Most Species on Any Date 30 34 49 13 17 13 32
Date of Most Species Banded 23-May-2020 16-May-2020 17-May-2020 27-Apr-2020 10-May-2020 4-May-2020 19-May-2020
Most Common Species on Best Day NAWA NAWA MAWA WTSP WPWA GRCA GRCA
Number of Most Common Banded 20 7 48 9 5 7 15
Percent of Most Common on Best Day 15% 11% 22% 37% 19% 28% 15%
# of birds banded in 2019 1154 552 907 206 62 191 1354
# of birds banded in 2020 993 667 1268 348 236 204 1141
# of species banded in 2019 71 61 70 43 22 41 88
# of species banded in 2020 62 71 81 52 39 47 82
Birds/100nh in 2019 112.7 57.8 54 11.1 110 85 9.9
Birds/100mh in 2020 76.7 22.3 77.2 15 111 76 15.2

Top 10 species as % of total 53% 63% 47% 61% 61% 60% 50%

Table 2.  Top Most Commonly Banded Species, Spring 2020
 

Lake St. 
Clair 

Metropark Pitsfield
Kelley's 
Island

Palatial 
Woodland 

Estate

SW Ohio, 
Bowyer 

Farm
SW Ohio, 
CRP Land

Sand Bluff 
Bird 

Observatory
MI MI ON OH OH OH IL

RWBL - 138 WTSP - 89 MAWA - 138 WOTH - 44 SWSP - 27 RWBL - 28 AMGO - 94
RCKI - 71 HETH - 77 LEFL - 73 WTSP - 36 SOSP - 18 NOCA - 17 RCKI - 87

YEWA - 56 RCKI - 59 SWTH - 67 NOCA - 21 GRCA - 16 GRCA - 16 GRCA - 84
COYE - 50 MYWA - 41 YBFL - 64 OVEN - 20 AMRO - 16 WTSP - 12 WTSP - 62
WTSP - 41 SCJU - 34 YEWA - 62 SWTH - 19 WPWA - 14 COYE - 11 COYE - 59
GCKI - 40 NAWA - 31 TRFL - 48 GRCA - 15 RWBL - 13 RCKI - 10 HOWR - 44

AMGO - 38 AMGO - 30 RWBL - 43 VEER - 15 HOWR - 11 AMRO - 10 SCJU - 37
NAWA - 32 GRCA - 24 WIWA - 38 BLJA - 15 NOCA - 10 BRTH - 7 SWSP - 37
MYWA - 31 AMRO - 19 GRCA - 37 HOWA - 13 AMGO - 10 SOSP - 6 FISP - 33
SWSP - 31 FOSP - 16 AMRO - 36 HETH - 13 COGR - 9 AMGO - 5 LISP - 33

  
Total = 528 Total = 420 Total = 606 Total = 211 Total = 145 Total = 122 Total = 570

53% 63% 47% 61% 61% 60% 50%
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Of special note, due to the restrictions of the 
Covid-19 pandemic the number of visitors to and 
events scheduled at the banding stations were 
virtually “non-existent” in contrast to the annual 
welcome to the general public (especially students) 
and “open houses” each year.  Although reduced 
to just five reporting stations this spring, the IFR 
compilation was made possible by those unique 
teams that were able to continue their stations 
within the pandemic guidelines.  Perhaps the fall 
season will be “back to normal”. 
LAKE ST. CLAIR    423-0824
METROPARK (LSCMP)    
Harrison Twp., Macomb Co., MI
Coordinator/Bander: Allen T. Chartier
Assistants: Cassandra F. Arsenault, Jacob T. 
Charlebois, Mike P. Charlebois, Guadalupe 
Cummins, Dave J. Lancaster, Kathy McDonald, 
Blanche H. Wicke, and Susan B. Wright. 
Thank you all!
Address: 1442 West River Park Dr., 
Inkster, MI  48141
Email: amazilia3@gmail.com
Banding was conducted at the Meadow station 
(LSCMP) at Lake St. Clair Metropark, Macomb 
Co., MI, for the fifth spring in a row.  The previous 
20-year history of banding in this park at another 
site 0.4 miles [= 0.6 km] to the SW, the Marsh 
station (MBMP), and the reasons for moving to the 
Meadow station in 2015, was reported in the 2016 
report and will not be repeated here.  Locations 
for a total of 17.5 nets was established here in fall 
2015, within an area of approximately 3 acres [= 
1.2 ha].  
An effort was made to adhere to the long-
established protocol at this park to band two days 
each week during April, May, and the first week of 
June.  In 2020, out of a possible 18 days during that 
period, the station was operated on 16 days from 5 
Apr - 6 Jun.  Two days were missed during April 
due to cold, wind, and rain which prevented the 
station from being opened.  Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, fewer volunteers were utilized, being 
limited to those who could work independently 
(setting up and taking down nets, and extracting 
birds).  Face masks were worn and physical 
distancing was practiced on every banding day, 

and a soap and water hand washing station was set 
up in the field. 
High water conditions continued from last year’s 
near-record high levels, with the result that initially 
a maximum of only 16.5 (out of 17.5) nets could 
be opened.  But April rain soon flooded out more 
net lanes, reducing the number of nets that could 
be operated to a minimum of 10 on one day, and an 
overall average for the spring of 13 nets.  April was 
chilly on some days that were canceled, but overall 
not as cold as in 2019.  But early May was very 
unusual, with snowfall closing our station on the 
very late date of 8 May!  Temperatures remained 
below normal until the last week of May, when they 
only reached normal (60s F [≈ 15̊ C]) in general, 
but reached a near-record high temperature of 87̊ F 
[= 31̊ C] on 26 May.

The 993 birds banded was above the 2015-2019 
average for the Meadow station, and was higher than 
all but one spring season at the old Marsh station, 
but was the first spring below 1000 individuals 
since 2016.  The 62 species banded was the lowest 
at the Meadow station since the first partial season 
in 2015.  Perhaps the high water levels negatively 
influenced our captures of ground-feeding species 
like some sparrows and thrushes, and undoubtedly 
contributed to the capture of the second Green 
Heron ever banded in the park in spring! Also, the 
good number of Northern Waterthrushes may have 
been due to high water levels.  A Yellow-throated 
Vireo was the clear highlight of the season as it 
was the first ever banded in the park. 
Species captured in exceptionally good numbers 
included:  Blue-headed Vireo (4 were the first at 
the Meadow Station in spring), Warbling Vireo 
(17), Ruby-crowned Kinglet (71 – tied record!), 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (11 – record!), Swainson’s 
Thrush (25), Brown Thrasher (3), Cedar Waxwing 
(5), Nashville Warbler (32 – record!), Chestnut-
sided Warbler (7), Black-throated Green Warbler 
(10 – record!), Palm Warbler (22 – record!), 
Ovenbird (14), Northern Waterthrush (17), 
Mourning Warbler (7), Lincoln’s Sparrow (22), 
and White-crowned Sparrow (7). 

A few species were banded in significantly lower 
than average numbers, including: Northern Flicker 
(1), Alder Flycatcher (2), Willow Flycatcher (3), 
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Tree Swallow (5), American Robin (9), Black-
throated Blue Warbler (2), Song Sparrow (16), and 
Baltimore Oriole (11).  Expected species that were 
not captured were Downy Woodpecker, Yellow-
bellied Flycatcher, Fox Sparrow, and Dark-eyed 
Junco.  
Captures that were considered unusual included: 
Green Heron, Black-billed Cuckoo, Yellow-
throated Vireo, Northern Parula (2 females), 
Blackpoll Warbler (2 females), and a Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak.  
Three foreign re-encounters of birds banded at 
this site were reported this winter and spring.  A 
Northern Flicker banded at the Meadow station 
on 26 May 2017 as a second-year female was 
recaptured and released at a banding station on 
Middle Bass Island, Ottawa Co., OH, by Tom 
Bartlett on 28 Apr 2020, at an age of 3 yr 10 mo.  
This location is about 61 miles [= 98 km] south of 
where she was banded.  A Brown-headed Cowbird 
banded at the Meadow station on 27 Apr 2018 as a 
second-year male was found dead near Maysville, 
Wayne County, Ohio, on 7 Feb 2020, at an age of 
2 yr 8 mo.  This location is about 139 miles [= 
224 km] southeast of where he was banded.  And 
finally, closer to “home’ but probably still counting 
as a “foreign” re-encounter, a Common Grackle 
banded at the older Marsh station in the park on 4 
May 2011 as an after second-year male was found 
dead in Harrison Township, Macomb Co., MI, 
on 18 Mar 2020 at an age of at least 10 yr 9 mo.  
This is apparently the 5th oldest Common Grackle 
ever documented according to the Bird Banding 
Lab longevity web page (https://www.pwrc.usgs.
gov/BBL/longevity/Longevity_main.cfm).  The 
location where he was found, critically injured by a 
Cooper’s or Sharp-shinned Hawk according to the 
finder, is only about 300 yards [= 275 m] southwest 
of where he was banded, but in a residential area 
outside of the park. 
The most interesting returning bird was a female 
Yellow Warbler originally banded 0.4 miles [= 0.6 
km] away at the old Marsh station on 4 May 2013 
as a second-year female, recaptured on 21 May 
2020, making her 7 yr 11 mo old.  An additional 
14 Yellow Warblers returned from previous years, 
from 2019 back to 2015 (two were at least 5 yr 11 
mo old), all banded at the newer Meadow station.  

This was fewer returns of Yellow Warblers than 
last year.  A male Red-winged Blackbird banded 
on 9 May 2015 as an after second-year male was 
recaptured on 18 Apr 2020, at an age of at least 6 
yr 10 mo.  A female Red-winged Blackbird banded 
on 28 Apr 2017 as an after second-year female was 
recaptured on 26 May 2020, at an age of at least 4 yr 
11 mo; and another female Red-winged Blackbird 
banded on 12 May 2017 as an after second-year 
female was recaptured on 22 Apr 2020, at an age 
of at least 4 yr 10 mo. 

Public access to the banding table (but not the 
nets) on a daily basis, due to where we are set up, 
is impossible to prevent but due to COVID-19 
restrictions passersby were respectful and stayed 
at least 20 feet [= 6 m] away from the banding 
table.  The park’s annual Migration Day event 
was canceled this spring, although banding was 
conducted on this date (8 May). 
Pitsfield Banding Station (PBS)         421-0853
Vicksburg, Kalamazoo Co., MI
Coordinator/Bander: Rich Keith*
Chief assistants: Brenda Keith 
*Address: 5750 East S Ave, Vicksburg, MI 49097
Email:  warblerrke@gmail.com
Pitsfield has run fall migration nets since 1990 
as part of the banding program of the Kalamazoo 
Valley Bird Observatory.  Spring banding has 
been conducted a few years in the past, but not 
for several years.  We ran the station for a few 
days in 2019 to see if a full scale spring operation 
would be feasible – it is.  The next question is will 
there be adequate resources available to support a 
spring season?  In addition to several returns from 
previous years one hybrid sparrow was banded this 
spring.  Feathers are being examined and results 
will be published.
Kelley’s Island, Jones Preserve (KI)  413-0824 
Kelleys Island, Erie County, OH
Coordinator/Bander: H. Thomas Bartlett
Assistants: Paula Bartlett
Address: 1833 South Winfield Drive, 
Tiffin, OH  44883
Email: hthomas.bartlett@gmail.com

The following is a condensed account printed in the 
Kelley’s Island Life (provided by Tom Bartlett). 
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The Spring of 2020 marked the 25th year of avian 
studies on Kelleys Island.  However, this spring 
was considerably different from those of the past.  
For the past few years, Paula and I have had a 
six week spring bird banding routine on the Lake 
Erie Islands beginning the third week of April on 
Kelleys Island and the fourth week on Middle 
Bass Island.  The first two weeks of May were 
then spent on South Bass Island and the third and 
fourth weeks of May were back on Kelleys Island.  
The weekends in between were usually spent near 
home (Tiffin, OH) to band at Springville Marsh 
State Nature Preserve.  However, COVID-19 
changed all of that and cancelled all of the latter 
banding endeavors.   

This summary is limited to just the Kelleys Island 
banding site which is situated at the Cleveland 
Museum of Natural History’s Jones Preserve on 
Long Point.  Because the site is private, we were 
able to control entry of visitors; we also followed 
all proper Covid-19 protocol (including limiting 
trained staff to a maximum of six at any one time).  
We arrived at the island to setup nets on 16 April.  
Although seven April days had been scheduled 
for Kelley’s Island, snow forced us to cancel 
three.  During the four banding days we banded 
107 birds with a high of 49.  Two highlights were 
our second ever Summer Tanager and our fourth 
ever Cooper’s Hawk.  The second stint on Kelley’s 
Island (two weeks) began on 16 May.  We started 
banding at 13:00 and by 17:00 we had banded 44 
birds of 19 species. The next day, Sunday, we had 
one of our best days of banding ever!  We banded 
197 birds of 49 species. The record was not the 
number of individuals but the number of species 
– including a Chuck-will’s-widow (the second 
record for the island but the first I had ever banded).  
In addition we banded 19 species of warblers, a 
Scarlet Tanager, and six hummingbirds.  Our best 
number’s day came on 24 May when 220 birds 
of 39 species were banded.  On this day the birds 
came all at once which forced us to close the nets 
by 08:00 in order to band the captured birds. Once 
opened again, we had to close early a second time 
to again catch up on the banding. 

Palatial Woodland Estate (PWE)      391-0821 
Bolin’s Mills, Vinton County, OH
Coordinator/Bander: Robert Scott Placier
Assistants: Mike Wren and Rebecca Wood
Address: 32840 Jourden Road, Albany, OH  45710
Email: coturnicops@yahoo.com
This was the fourth spring season for banding at 
the Palatial Woodland Estate (PWE) Station.  The 
annual projected season is scheduled to begin on 
10 Apr and run through 27 May with a standard 
operation of 15 nets for five hours on five mornings 
each week.  However, with this year’s unfavorable 
weather, operations did not begin until 12 Apr and 
had to be cancelled on several other mornings. 
Ironically, the Covid-19 pandemic caused a number 
of planned activities to be cancelled and that 
opened up opportunities to operate on some of the 
“unplanned” mornings.  Record cold temperatures 
(including frost) were recorded in early May which 
prevented the early opening of nets.  There were 
also issues with deer resulting in some mornings 
when only 11 nets were in operation. Despite the 
cancellations and other problems, some banding 
occurred on at least 38 mornings during the 45-
day period.  
Nets are placed along an essentially straight ~400 
m gravel lane which is parallel to the power line to 
my home. The vegetation under the power line is 
managed as a “stable shrubland” and none of the 
trees are permitted to reach a height taller than the 
mist nets.  
This spring 348 birds of 52 species were banded.  
In addition, 60 birds of 18 species were captured 
as returns (some of which were migrant summer 
breeders).  From the 2318 net hours of banding, the 
overall a capture rate was 15.01 new bandings per 
100 net hours.  Although this was just the fourth 
year at this station, there were several new spring 
highs, some substantial (especially the thrushes 
and Blue Jays).  The theory for the large number of 
thrushes is due to the period of very unseasonably 
cold and unsuitable migration weather during 
early May.  As an anecdotal example, a Swainson’s 
Thrush banded in early May weighed less when 
recaptured nine days later.  In contrast to the 
thrushes, the spring season for warblers was poor 
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for all but the common nesting species, i.e.., only 
one Tennessee and no Magnolia warblers banded.  
S.W. Ohio, Bowyer Farm (BF)    392-0841
Lebanon, Warren Co., OH
Coordinator/Bander: Sylvia Hadley 
Assistant: Elvina Gibbons
Address: 76 McClure Road, Lebanon, OH  45036
Email: sylviahadley2@gmail.com
Site habitat includes a sedge meadow and vernal 
wetlands with hedge rows and vernal flooded 
swamp, bordered by agricultural fields.  (This is 
the first report for this site.)

S.W. Ohio,       392-0835
Conservation Reserve Program Land (CRPL) 
Wilmington, Clinton Co., OH 
Coordinator/Bander: Robert G. Thobaben, Jr.
Assistants: Steve Lee and Elvina Gibbons
Address: 1835 S.R. 380, Wilmington, OH 45177
Email: tbthobaben@gmail.cm
The site consists of eight acres [= 3.2 ha] of tall 
grass prairie surrounded by fence rows.  The cool, 
wet spring caused local crops to be planted two 
weeks later than usual.  Among the 56 returns from 
past seasons were a Northern Cardinal banded 6 
yr 10 mo earlier and a Tufted Timouse, 5 yr 10 
mo earlier.  As with most other IFR stations, the 
Covid-19 slowed station operations down -- only 
one subpermittee was available to assist.  (This is 
the first report for this site.)

Sand Bluff        422-0891
Bird Observatory (SBBO)  
Rockton, Winnebago County, IL
Coordinator/Bander: Mike Eickman
Chief Assistants: Deb Eickman, Donna Hilton, 
Stacy Taritas, Kristine McMahon, Gracie 
McMahon, Sue Cannon, Steve Reischel, Dave 
Huffman, Lee Johnson, Lynda Johnson, Steve 
Gent, John Longhenry and Jill Gray.  
Address: 11114 Harrison Road, Rockton, IL  61072
Email: redtail15@aol.com

Sand Bluff Bird Observatory’s Spring 2020 report 
pretty much tells the story reported for most spring 
banding stations.  Although nets were set up as 
usual at SBBO during the first weekend in March, 

banding operations were disrupted (shut down 
and locked) by the Covid-19 pandemic on 15 Mar 
when executive orders for the State of Illinois and 
the Forest Preserves of Winnebago County went 
into effect.  SBBO volunteers, most of whom are 
of retirement age, followed the “stay-at-home” 
protocol and felt justified in shutting down or 
cancelling operations for a few weeks.  On 9 Apr 
banding resumed with a skeleton crew of five or 
fewer volunteers at one time.  Social distancing 
was practiced and total sanitizing of facilities were 
performed each day of operation.  Considerable 
time was spent outside.  

SBBO has been in operation for more than 50 
years and during recent years cold and windy 
fronts dominated the local weather; this year 
that included snow late in April and early May.  
Beginning in 1999 SBBO has held an annual two-
day festival on Mother’s Day weekend; typically, 
150 or more birds are captured each day. This year 
the event was to be scaled down to an Open House; 
however, even that was cancelled because of the 
pandemic.  Perhaps the cancellation was fortunate 
as only 39 birds were captured on Saturday and
Sunday was rained out (which had never happened 
previously).  In contrast to other years, there was 
only one mid-May date when 100 or more birds 
were banded.  

The recent SBBO trend for April suggests that birds 
migrating through at that time are fewer in number 
despite an equal number of nets and net hours in 
operation.  The main factors for low numbers were 
high winds, rain and fewer volunteers staffing the 
station.  Migration just flew over us.  The final 
species results showed that several species were 
absent or represented by just one individual, i.e., 
Tennessee and Chestnut-sided warblers.

Much thanks to the crew who stood up to the plate 
throughout the season.


