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On 27 July 2018 we captured an adult Gray Catbird 
(Dumatella carolinensis) at our MAPS (Monitoring 
Avian Productivity and Survivorship) station in 
Waterton Lakes National Park in southwestern 
Alberta, Canada (49.10694°N, -113.82722°W). 
Extreme hyperkeratosis (thickening of the 
outermost surface from an abnormal quantity of 
keratin) was evident on the toes and there was 
thickening of the scales on the anterior part of both 
legs (Fig. 1).  These prolifi c lesions are caused by 
ectoparasitic mites in the genus Knemidokoptes 
(likely K. jamaicensis), that burrow beneath 
the skin of the legs and feet, causing the tissue 
reaction commonly known as “scaly-leg” (Turk 
1950).  In extreme cases the condition can lead 
to the inability to grasp a perch (Latta 2003), 
and toe and foot loss (Clark et al. 2019).  In their 
early stages these lesions may resemble avian 
pox, but the latter usually appear as innocuous 
warty growths on only one or two toes (Pence 
et al. 1999).  Infestation rates may be related to 
behavioral traits such as communal roosting 
(Clark et al. 2019) or physiological stress brought 
on by environmental factors such as extremely dry 

environments or through the habitat requirements 
of the mites themselves (Latta 2003).  We found 
only one previous record of a Gray Catbird with 
scaly-leg (Fain and Elsen 1967 in Latta 2003), but 
the condition is well known in North America from 
Icterids, and have also been documented in the 
following genera: Carpodacus, Coccothraustes, 
Corvus, Haemorhous, Myiarchus, Parus, Passer, 
Pipilo, Setophaga, and Turdus (Latta 2003, 

Clark et al. 2019).   
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Fig. 1.  Scaly-leg mite infestation on toes and legs of a 
Gray Catbird.  Photo by L. Cerney.


